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Bhajan Schedule: Third Saturday of every month*

Place: Hindu Temple, 10001 Riggs Road, Adelphi, MD 20783 (Tel: 301-445-2165)

6:00 —9:00 PM Bhajan, Philosophiccal Discussion, Arati, and Prasad

(During this time of covid-19 pandemic, bhajan is being held at 4 PM every 3™ Saturday)

Chirantana Info:
Chirantana is the bi-annual newsletter of Jagannath Organization for Global Awareness
(JOGA). Chirantan is published in February and August months of every year.

Editor: Dr Bigyani Das

Deadlines: Religious, philosophical and educational articles are invited from the authors by
January 15 and July 15 of every year for February and August issues respectively. All
submissions are subject to review.
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Bhagabat Gita: The Sacred Hindu Scripture

@ dgegieder AIgY 6R10G6aGAIAY GIANN
dagfaqgeel @9Gaaqd 408 118-90ll

V@ 66186 Q6leQ QNoIa aBel ZRMIGER G809 ardca adal aaIdag | @1 aeelq
ad6m. “0v dog cla 286 Qv @@ ve° adoq dia aadq QY @14, 63a da gfge.
7Q01096 Q9K 7188 @gsa 46 e 1”

na prahrishyetapriyam praapya nodvijetpraapya chaapriyam |
sthirabuddhirasammoodho brahmavid brahmani sthitaa | | 5-20 | |

He who knows Brahman (individual self) and abides in Brahman, whose mind is steadfastly
on the self and undeluded by the body consciousness - he neither rejoices at gaining what
is pleasant, nor grieves on obtaining what is unpleasant.
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QIRSAI | 6860 Ysaa QA 66618 dgBidnl asalal AQINIR | sRIRISsa 08 NENINsa Sla MR
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@aLlsn, 6660 ARGA F1UI6R AQRE QGACRI | AIF 0¥ GIAdsa 49 fdasa U8 69e1q gal 6214
Qg6 466 @a6lq A8l | 671Q1RIS AASIAR 621A6RI | IR, AERE, 6A8AIE, TR, 6F, 198G de an
| 49 ffaca 96 1960 62a8el Gagiel gal 6 6EAl AER 98 6QIAGRAI | 69 AR @6aIRI QoI
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Q4aQIa 6 9AQ Y6 16 Flaala GRE @18 QEdien |

VAG @16 olpdial 6 GIRR | G ffea AIda aae J6asE V6@ Qae Qe AAICIAs | delss
669YR960 @Rl | 626m 6926Q 616 CRcaEs @AAIEa af JARSS 62e1Q dG6H86a QNe
ARG Q60 deRial @qldal | 69 @9l AlIAER GeAS Qal Y IRl FRAIRAEA @AIdIRlAl |
6REREAEH QGQIQ 2UAIg PIREE QeR fAIUIRSR G AANINNER QY QG GalIfIER d
aaela @ae 6aIdIfEa 6016410 @QE |
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cAIAFIER QINes HRAAa C6a 2e8 | 6 G06a QAIanta Geglela dal 6990 AR aia a!MIae
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dna1 2la 690 6gla 21QA1Q |

2EANNIER A6 69 0lgaE 61 A018l @6 Adg | 69 JoNa ATl a@al 2e4s @0R | V6@ QRIERa
@eglel fhasa dadl 90 fhase el diadiel 6 Q2 90 fRase Qe aadel Nleae I
ad 2100 626mdl | 6660 6adIdIa QY0 ¢Q 610 @agiel Gl Agl UAa 60e1 I AYIE A6 Aleq
CRIR6E G Ol IR 9136 GUR FAaeIq 66 6069 |
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Upcoming Programs by JOGA

Special Poetry Reading Event on Saturday, December 5 (through ZOOM)

A sepecial winter poetry reading event will take place on Saturday, December 5 through zoom. The
theme is kept as “Thanks” or “Dhanyabada”. The poem can be on appreciation of anything, a person,
place, or thing.

Chhapana Bhoga Offering and Mahamantra Chanting, December 20, 2020
This year because of the corona pandemic mahamantra chanting and chhapana-bhoga offering will not
be held in Hindu Temple. Instead this will take place in the Cookesville temple on December 20, 3rd
Sunday of December.

Holi 2021, March 27, 2021
Holi will be celebrated on Saturday, March 27, 2021. Detail announcements will be shared through
emails. Depending on the status of corona pandemic, the place and actual time will be determined.

Sunday Services at Cooksville Temple
Puja and prayer services will continue at Cooksville temple every Sunday from 4-6 PM. Detail information
on online link and on-site activity will be shared through the JOGA mailing list and WhatsApp group.

Special Puja and Rituals at Cooksville Temple

Special puja and rituals at Cooksville temple will be communicated through JOGA mailing list and
WhatsApp group.

Reports on Recently Completed JOGA Events

October, Laxmi Puja in Cooksville Temple (October 31, 2020)

Kumar Purnami is the unique Odia festival. This is famous for the unmarried girls who keep fasting and
perform puja to get a handsome husband. The other aspects of the Kumar Purnami is “Gajalaxmi Puja”
which is celebrated with pump and glamour, with overnight jatra, pala, puja, mela and festivities.
Cooksville temple celebrated this event with a few families and Laxmi Puja was conducted by Pratap
Dash.

October, Durga Puja in Cooksville Temple (October 24-25, 2020)

Durga puja was held in Cooksville temple for two days in October 24-25, 2020. Pratap Dash performed
puja. Sagarika Patnaik and Sikha Sen decorated the puja medha and Bijoylaxmi Dash supported in puja
arrangements. Other volunteers contributed in bhoga preparations, Kalasha sponsorship as well as in
supporting activities.
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Donor Appreciation and Puri Gajapati Ji’s Talk (September 27, 2020):

A special celebration day was observed on September 27 to appreciate donors of this year for the
Jagannath Temple activities. With the generosity of the donors, the temple land loan was paid off
substantially.

To commemorate this occasion, a special presentation by Puri King Dibyasingh Dev was arranged
through zoom. After his presentation, a question-answer session was held being facilitated by Dr
Sagarika Pattnaik. Some devotees from other countries also joined the event.

Rathayatra (Chariot Festival) on June 23, 2020 (At Cooksville Temple)
(Report by Arati Biswal)

In-spite of these seemingly unsurmountable odds of COVID-19 pandemic and Lockdown
Guidelines, the great event of Rath yatra happened successfully on actual rath jatra day June
23 2020, in Jagannath temple of north America at 2028 Millers Mill Rd, : B

Cooksville, MD .

Rath Yatra is the celebration of the devotion, universal brotherhood,
cultural diversity and spiritual cordiality. This year the Lord Himself made
His Ratha Yatra happen.

Celebration started from 5pm beginning with puja-archana dedicated to
Shri Balabhadra, Devi Subhadra and Shri Jagannatha. The Customary
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“Chappan Bhoga” which includes 56 odia delicacies was offered to the deities along with
the humble prayers at the Lotus Feet of the Lord to rid humanity of this dreadful COVID-19 and
to restore normalcy and well-being in the lives of people around the world.

r; Y 4 ;«

1 The procession of deities(Pahandi) started with the eldest
™ in the family, Shri Balabhadra, which was followed by Devi
4 Subhadra and finally shri Jagannath.The ceremonial
sweeping ( Chhera Pahanra) took place followed by
== chariot pulling where ratha was rotating on its own axis

. while travelling(doing parikrama) on the temple premises.

b7 As the sun was setting with the sanguine hue in the sky
! the Maha Aarati was performed, thus bringing close to yet
another eventful and fulfilling Rath yatra.

Virtual link and facebook event were organized to broadcast livestream Rath yatra celebration
and Divya Darshan of the Mahaprabhu. Devotees from various states of USA were able to join
and offer their prayer and pushpanijali at His Lotus Feet.

For more information and interesting facts please check us at our website www.jtha.org . we are
also on facebook at facebook.com/jogaworld.

Rathayatra at Hindu Temple (June 27, 2020)

Rathayatra at Hindu temple was held on June 27, 2020. Ratha puja was performed by the temple priests.
The chariot pulling started at 11 AM. Only 6-7 Odia families and some temple devotees participated in
the event. The chariot pulling was held inside the temple complex.
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http://www.jtna.org/

Rathayatra cultural program was held through zoom on June 28 at 4 PM. The cultural activities were
coordinated by Maushumi Pattnaik, Deepa Parija, Sikha Sen and Nirlipta Daschaudhury. Dr Ashutosh
Dutta supported in managing the program flow through zoom. Irrespective of the challenges, the program
participants performed well by adapting to home environment set-up.

Program Sequence

CoNoOR~wWNE

Program Introduction

Gitagobinda Bhajan — Debaki Nandan Chowdhury

Odissi Dance: Shiva Tandaba — Advika and Ritisha Dixit

Bhajan by Aaradhya Pradhan - Sakhigo Mora Kunjaku Aja

Bhajan by Ayan Biswal - Dinabandhu Daitari

Odissi by Simoni Mishra - Mohana Pallabi

Bhajan by Sulagna and Subham Dash - Ahe Nila Saila and A Rathyatra Song
Bhajan by Yash Sahoo

Odissi by Suchismita Ojha - Saberi Pallabi

. Bhajan by Sohum and Sreyam Mishra Sen — Sanja Sakale

. Classical Song by Spandan and Sauman Das

. Odissi Astapadi Lalita Labanga Lata by Manaswee Mishra
. Padmashri Haladhar Nag — Presented by Balakrishna Dixit
. Bhajan by Surajita Mishra

. Bhajan by Subhalaxmi Pratihari

. Bhajan by Maushumi Pattanaik

17.

Bhajan by Deepa Das

18. All Participants Pictures and Concluding Remarks by JOGA
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Snana Jatra on June 6, 2020 (At Cooksville Temple)

Snana Purnima was observed on June 6, Saturday. The weather was good. With participation of a few
devotees, the puja was performed by Nrusingha Chaitanya prabhuji. WebEx link was provided to
devotees to view the deity puja live.

We thank following sponsors for snana jatra celebration.

1. Gyana and Sujata Bohidar, VA
2. Jhinu and Santanu Chottray, VA
3. Prafulla and Sangeeta Nayak, VA

Report on Holi on March 8, 2020 (Cookesville Temple)

Holi melana was organized in small scale on March 8 at Cooksville temple. The planned celebration at
Hindu temple on March 14 was postponed because of corona pandemic related restrictions imposed by
the state government. After the puja and procession, devotees did arati of the deities. By this time
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everybody was aware of the corona virus affecting a few Maryland residents. The devotees played color
with each other still maintaining certain distance criteria.

After the melana and Arati, Dr Gyana Mohapatra gave a lecture on meditation. He also described his
journey through vedic knowledge and traditions.
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Monthly Bhajan Program News

The state government put restrictions on gatherings and social events because of corona pandemic from
March 2020 and the state of the pandemic has not improved so far. The vaccines are not available, and
the businesses are not fully opened. Our monthly bhajan programs are held online from the month of
April. Initially it started on Sundays coinciding with the Sunday service at Cooksville temple. Then we
made it standard to hold on 3 Saturdays of every month at 4 PM.

Subham Dash

L

Aaradhya & Am... ! "?'r‘.'

B
nrusingh biswal b ada

| e
|

© Zoom Meeting

T
urn on Original Sound v o Recording.. N ® [LIVE onFacebook

Maushumi

’ FAN
: JOGA Events ppram il .-
S i s oo ©

Stop Video Security Participants

Pause/Stop Recording  Reactions

For the months of April and May, the bhajan program was held through WebEx. Then we explored zoom
and switched all the events to zoom events.
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Odia Poetry Reading

Bisuba Milana Poetry Reading: April 18, 2020

Cherry flowers bloomed. Yet, the cherry blossoms festival was cancelled and there were very few visitors
visiting this magnificent change of the nature from
winter to spring. The writers and poets of the
community were looking forward for the Bisuba
Milana poetry reading session that was planned to
be held on April 11 at the residence of Manoj and
Meeta Panda. However, corona virus situation
changed every routine, every plan, and every
aspiration. By this time, we were not very used to
online medium usage for events. We purchased
monthly subscription from WebEx and conducted
some tests. Then had the Bisuba Milana poetry
reading on Saturday, April 18. There was a good
number of participants and a mixture of poems, both original as well as poems of other writers were
read.

The participants were:

Maushumi Pattnaik (Bande Utkala Janani)

Devraj Sahu (Verbotten — meaning forbidden — original writing)
Babru Samal (Abanchhita Basanta — original)

Manoj Panda (Nishanka Rahare Mana, Nirbhaya Raha — original)
Jhinu Chhotray (Aainaa — original)

Binod Nayak (Janani Go Ma — by Laxmidhar Nayak)

Sikhanda Satapathy (ekanta murta — original)

Bigyani Das (He Jagannatha tuma charana tale — original)

Anu Biswal (Growing up by Kaya Biswal)

Sobhana Das (nari — by a friend)

Nrusingha Mishra (Malika Bachana by Achyutananda Das)
Ayan Biswal (ehi mora jagannatha)

Joy Gopal Mohanty (Listener)

Dr Ajit Das gave some information on how to take precautions during the pandemic. Dr Surendra Ray
talked about how to help Odisha to recover from pandemic. In April, India was doing very well and there
were minor cases of corona virus. In this regard, Sobhana Das read another poem she got through
WhatsApp (Ama Odisha) which was mostly criticism of western lifestyle and praising of simple rural
Odisha lifestyle which can provide better protection from corona virus.
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Everybody was happy of meeting each other online and having some socialization time. Being confined
at home for long time was not fun at all. Pictures of the event are available at
https://www.babru.com/Bishubha20/

Fall Poetry Reading: October 10,2020

The season changed. Spring left and summer
arrived. Summer left and the fall season arrived
with corors everywhere. Our poetry reading
every year has two schedules, one in spring and
one in fall. The corona virus was still affecting
everyday life and there were restrictions on
meeting personally. Fall poetry reading
organized by JOGA was thus held on October
10, 2020 at 4 PM through zoom. By this time,
we had a lot of experience with zoom meetings
and understood a few controlling parameters.
The participants were:

kB
Bigyani Das and Sikhanda Satapathy (Bande Utkala Janani starting)
Manoj Panda (Sloka Patha)
Sikhanda Satapathy (Gopabandhu — original)
Sulochana Pattnaik (Maa — original)
Devaraj Sahu (Pressed Rice — meaning chuda — original writing)
Manoj Panda (Suandora Santha— original)
Jhinu Chhotray (Chalanti Thakura — original)
Anjana Chowdhury (Samparkara Setu — original)
Bigyani Das (Kete je Kabita — original)
Anu Biswal (Listener)
Joy Gopal Mohanty (Kala Thakura by Parashara Mishra)
Sagarika Pattnaik (Tuma Kole Bapa — by Swapna Nayak)
Leena Mishra (Listener)

Dr Sikhanda Satapathy read a poem he had written for Baruna Pani, an Odia poet who passed away last
year. Bigyani Das also read one of his poems “Puja” that was published in 2015 OSA souvenir. Sulochana
Pattnaik conducted the commentary session and invited everybody to talk on any subject that they feel
like. Specifically, by this time, working from home, masks, physical distance, shut down, lockdown etc
were very well known and corona virus had become an integegral part of everyday news, everyday
business. Everybody shared their thought on literature as well as the current state of the current affairs.
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Usually our poetry reading activities are associated with mouthwatering dishes, snacks, varieties of curry
and fusion preparations, and sweets. We missed that in-person interaction and gossiping opportunities,
group picture taking opportunities. Yet, we had the best time in the current environment.

Maushumi Pattnaik sang the poem by Bhima Bhoi to end the program. A discussion was held and
decided to have a special poetry reading event on December 5 with the theme “Thanks” or appreciation.

- Luum Meetlng

um an Oniginal Sound

¥ Debanshi Chowdhury
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Poems/Stories/Essays

Are you stuck?
Brahmapriya Sen, Columbia, Maryland

You all have heard the story of tortoise and hare. In the race, the tortoise starts slowly, the hare struts
along and after a while, hare looking at the tortoise being so far, decides to rest and falls asleep. The
tortoise keeps moving slowly and steadily and wins the race.

Many of us get stuck in our life by listening to one of the stories in our past. But, life is not about one
story, one idea or one chance. Life gives you many chances. It's like the Groundhog Day where Bill
Murray keeps improving his game. No failure is final and nor is any success.

So, there is another race when the tortoise realizes his mistake and this time he is careful not to fall
asleep and just keeps going until he wins the race.

Then, there is another race.

The tortoise carries out a plan. He puts carrots in the opposite direction of the race. The hare is being
confident of his recent win and being greedy starts eating carrots and moves in the opposite direction
and loses the race.

Life, in a similar way, is about failures and wins, wins and failures, failures and failures or a combination
of that. The key for us is not to hold on any one theory or practice. What worked yesterday may not work
tomorrow. What seemed impossible before is a reality now. The game keeps changing and we need to
adapt to it.

Now, the rules of the race have changed. It is no longer a straight road. There are hurdles in the way.
There is a pool of water, there is a big hump on the road. Suddenly it rains, the Sun beats down hard.
There is wind, people all around. How do you win the race in such a situation?

Sometimes, we define life as a game as one versus other or you versus me but we tend to forget that life
can be together. There is an African proverb that says, “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go
far, go with others.”

Well, the tortoise and the hare strategize. Instead of competing against each other, they become a team.
When there is water, the hare sits on top of the tortoise and they cover the water. When there is the
hump, the tortoise sits on top of the hare and the hare takes a big hop and clears the way. Finally, they
both become the winner.

So, are you having difficulties in life or in business? Are you stuck on one theory that did work or did not
change your plan, adapt to the situation, and win the game of life to your success!
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Report on 9" Orientation program for School Teachers

The 9™ teachers orientation program of Laxmi Narayan Public School, Sahada, Dt.
Bhadrak sponsored by Jagannath Organisation for Global Awareness (JOGA), USA was
held on 10" June 2020 in the meeting hall of the school. The program was inaugurated by
Director of the school Dr. Sarat Chandra Das and Sri Sarat Chandra Sahoo Principal
welcomed the participant teachers and resource persons. In the morning session Dr.
Basanta Kumar Bal Reader in Political Science of A.B. College Basudebpur explained on
the classroom management and role of teachers for the benefit of the students. In the post
lunch session, the resource person Mr. Shashibhusan Nayak Asst. Professor of Computer
science department of Ravenshaw University, Cuttack explained the teachers on online
teaching through Kine Master and survey heart and team link applications. He also
appraised the house about student teachers’ relation ship through Yoga. How Yoga will
help a person for stress relieve. In the last session Miss Krishna Moharana PGT in English
explained the teachers how to teach English in Junior class through activities and
language. Seventeen teachers of L.N. public school participated in the training program
abiding all the standard procedure of COVID-19. Atlast, Mr. Sarat Kumar Moharana, Asst
Teacher and coordinator of the program gave a vote of thanks to all the participants and
resource persons. Further the second day of the program was decided to be held as
workshop soon after this pandemic goes away.

Rathajatra 2020 Sponsors

We thank the following ratha jatra sponsors.

Taladhwaja sponsor

Asha and Pradip Swain, Sujit and Pinky Das, Naresh and Bigyani Das, Prafulla and
Sangeeta Nayak

Darpadalan Sponsorship

Asha and Pradip Swain, Anu and Nilambar Biswal, Joy Gopal and Sulochana
Mohanty, Ashim and Sangeeta Dey, Prasana and Baruni Samal,
Bijay and Sinu Dash, Nrusingha and Arati Biswal, Manoj and Snigdha Mishra

Nandighosa sponsorship

Asha and Pradip Swain, Bhudeep Patanaik, Hemant and Preeti Biswal, Sudip and
Susmita Patnaik, Lopamudra and Sudhansu Mohanty, Shashadhar and Meera
Mohapatra, Millie and Alok Ray, Debashis Jena, Devaraj and Urmila Sahu, Sagarika and
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Sanat Patnaik, Ajit and Barnali Sahu, Bhabani and Sheila Das, Maushumi and Sandeep
Pattnaik, Manoj and Meeta Panda, Jhinu and Santanu Chhotray

Prasad Sponsorship

Asha and Pradip Swain, Gyana and Sujata Bohidar, Bikash and Dipti Mishra, Asutosh and
Sasmita Dutta

Flower sponsorship

Asha and Pradip Swain, Supravat Rath, Hemant and Priti Panda, NJ

Bhajan Program — Status & SpONSOrS: we thank all the families

for regularly participating in bhajan program activities. Specifically, after the pandemic started in
March, we had been through a lot of obstacles to continue puja and bhajan activities.
Irrespective of the psychological situation, many devotees are still making it to the monthly
bhajan program as well as the new Jagannath temple activities. We appreciate your service.

JOGA takes this opportunity to thank the temple committee members of Hindu Temple and the
priests. During this unprecedented time when outside devotee participation activities are limited,
they are offering service to Lord Jagannath.

Wise Thoughts (Chanakya Niti):

Do not put your trust in a bad companion nor even trust an ordinary friend, for if he should get angry
with you, he may bring all your secrets to light. (2-6)

Do not reveal what you have thought upon doing, but by wise council keep it secret being determined
to carry it into execution. (2-7)

Religious austerities should be practiced alone, study by two, and singing by three. A journey should
be undertaken by four, agriculture by five, and war by many together. (4-12)

Consider again and again the following: the right time, the right friends, the right place, the right
means of income, the right ways of spending, and from whom you derive your power. (4-18)

As gold is tested in four ways by rubbing, cutting, heating and beating - so a man should be tested by
these four things: his renunciation, his conduct, his qualities and his actions. (5-2)

Learning is retained through putting into practice; family prestige is maintained through good
behaviour; a respectable person is recognised by his excellent qualities; and anger is seen in the eyes.
(5-8)
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