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Bhajan Schedule: Third Saturday of every month*

Place: Hindu Temple, 10001 Riggs Road, Adelphi, MD 20783 (Tel: 301-445-2165)

6:00 —9:00 PM Bhajan, Philosophiccal Discussion, Arati, and Prasad

(During this time of covid-19 pandemic, bhajan is being held at JTNA facility every Sunday morning
between 11:00 AM — 1:00 PM. Occasional bhajan gatherings and other events are being held at Hindu
temple.)

Chirantana Info:
Chirantana is the bi-annual newsletter of Jagannath Organization for Global Awareness (JOGA). From 2022,
Chirantan will be published in June and December months of every year.

Editor: Dr Bigyani Das
Deadlines: Religious, philosophical, and educational articles are invited from the authors by May 15 and

November 15 of every year for June and December issues respectively. All submissions are subject to review.
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Bhagabat Gita: The Sacred Hindu Scripture

6d @ QRE@l calell Q8eEIR Ve 66 |
AQYBARBS 6RIERN @ 60 Q66 QU8 11899l

V@ 66166 Q6leQ q1oIa a8 AR §aoss crdsa edal aaIdIag | 61 adele
adsn. “Q00 6 G480 6AINQ 606 6al6l (Y6) Ag@ 9V, 629Q AIG-aede
G Q36la @ @108 | 604 Q6aadIn F98Y 618i6a Qrlél asa I |7

ye hi sansparsha-ja bhoga duhkha-yonaya eva te
adyantavantah kaunteya na tesu ramate budhah ||5-22||

This Sloka is described in the twenty-second stanza of the fifth chapter. Lord
Krishna said to Arjun, "The pleasures that arise from contact with the sense objects,
though appearing as enjoyable to worldly-minded people, are verily a source of
misery. O son of Kunti, such pleasures have a beginning and an end, and so the
wise do not delight in them."
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Upcoming Programs by JOGA

Holi 2022, March 19-20, 2022

Holi will be celebrated on Saturday-Sunday, March 19-20, 2021. Detail announcements will be shared
through emails about exact timing and locations depending on the pandemic situation. If permissible, Holi
cultural event will be in Hindu Temple auditorium.

Sunday Services at Cooksville Temple

Puja and prayer services will continue at Cooksville temple every Sunday from 11:00 AM — 1:00 PM.
Detail information on online link and on-site activity is announced and shared through the JOGA mailing
list and WhatsApp group.

Special Puja and Rituals at Cooksville Temple

Special puja and rituals at Cooksville temple will be communicated through JOGA mailing list and
WhatsApp group.

Reports on Recently Completed JOGA Events

Chhapana Bhoga Offering and Mahamantra Chanting at Hindu Temple,
December 12, 2021

This year mahamantra chanting and chhapana-bhoga offering was held at Hindu Temple on Sunday,
December 12, 2021.
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Mohamantra and Chhapana Bhoga at Cookesville Temple (November 14",

2021)

Three-hour non-stop Mahamantra chanting and chhapana bhoga offering were held at Cookesville
Temple on November 14.
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Deepabali Celebration and Laxmi Puja in Cooksville Temple (November 4-6,

2021)

Deepabali was celebrated in Cooksville temple for 3 days. On November 4™, Thursday, Laxmi Puja was
held by temple priest Nityanand Mohapatra. On Friday, November 5", Gobardhan Puja was held. Dr
Usha Bhargav presented bhajan on November 6™.

Durga Puja in Cooksville Temple (October 15-17, 2021)

Durga puja was celebrated in Cooksville temple for three days in October 15-17, 2021. Temple priest
Nityanand Mohapatra performed puja. Many volunteers contributed in bhoga preparations, Kalasha
sponsorship as well as in supporting activities.

Rathayatra (Chariot Festival) on July 11, 2021 (At Cooksville Temple)

Ratha Yatra, the chariot festival of the deities took place on July 11, 2021, at Jagannath temple
of North America at 2028 Millers Mill Rd, Cooksville, Maryland

By this time many people have taken vaccine and thus the attendance was good. Howard
county executive Dr Calvin Ball graced the occasion. Even though the chariot pulling happened
in the temple premises, the experience was divine. Availability of the Odia priest Nityanand
Mohapatra and his guidance on rituals of Rathayatra, were helpful. After the chariot pulling,
prasad was offered to the devotees. Bhajan continued for two hours.

Irrespective of several variants of Covid-19 still active in our region, many families gathered for
this auspicious event and that is truly a miracle. Several of the families met many friends in
person after more than a year. As many people were vaccinated, this face to face in person
meeting became possible.

2021 Rathayatra pictures are available at

Album1
https://photos.app.goo.gl/oxwt7aXuEJelLK4867

Album?2
https://photos.app.goo.qgl/pVgACvVdfmAwT2eR9

Babru’s Site:
https://www.babru.com/ryatra21/

Ratha Jatra videos are uploaded to:
https://www.youtube.com/jogadarshan
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Bahuda Rathayatra at Hindu Temple (July 18, 2021)

Bahuda yatra at Hindu temple was held on July 18, 2021, at 5:00 PM. Ratha puja was
performed by the temple priests together with Odia priest Nityanand Mohapatra. The chariot
pulling started at 5:30 PM. Many Hindu temple devotees and several Odia families participated
in the event. The chariot pulling was held inside the temple complex covering the complete
parking area.

Unlike last year, many devotees of Hindu Temple participated in this year’s Bahuda Jatra at
Hindu Temple. Temple chairman Dr Bikram Paul did the chhera-pahara. JTNA temple priest
Nityanand Kar Ji recited holy hymns together with Hindu temple priests creating a sacred
environment of pure joy.

Bahuda Jatra Pictures
https://photos.app.goo.gl/T6oCa4vuZNgcfYob7

Bahuda Jatra Video Youtube
https://youtu.be/AA2hT-ywMQM
https://www.youtube.com/user/jogadarshan
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Rathayatra bhajan program was held after the deities were back at their own altar. Debaki
Nandan Chowdhury sang beautiful Jagannath bhajans followed by temple priest Pitambarji.
Prasad was distributed after the bhajan.

Snana Jatra on June 26, 2021 (At Cooksville Temple)
Snana Purnima was observed on June 26, Saturday. The weather was good. With participation
of a few devotees, the puja was performed by JTNA priest Nityanand Mohapatra.

We thank following sponsors for snana jatra celebration.
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1. Gyana and Sujata Bohidar, VA
2. Jhinu and Santanu Chottray, VA
3. Prafulla and Sangeeta Nayak, VA

Odia Poetry Reading

Bisuba Milana Poetry Reading: April 24, 2021

The poetry reading event was held through zoom. The participants were enthusiastic. Even
though some participants had already received vaccination, yet keepting everybody in mind, the
event was held virtually.

Devaraj Sahw

The program flow was:

Sobhana Das (invocation song: Swargadapi Gariyasi)

Bigyani Das (Bande Utkala Janani)

Sulochana Pattnaik (Welcome Message)

Sulochana Pattnaik (Title: Basanta Asichhi)

Anjana Chowdhury (Title: Basantara Agamana)

Manoj Panda (Title: Basantika Abhisara)

Devraj Sahu (Title: Deer Off)

Anu Biswal (Sloka for Ramanavami)

Bigyani Das (Premara E Nutana Ranga)

Ayan Biswal (About different poets of Odisha, Upendra Bhanja, Gangadhar Meher etc.)
Sobhana Das (To Lagi Gopadanda Mana by Gopalakrushna Pattnaik)

Everybody was happy to see familiar faces after long breaks. Many other writers in DC area
were absent due to family engagements. The program was live on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GeXdyeOg4g0
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GeXdyeOg4q0

Fall Poetry Reading: October 9, 2021

i, 3
}| [Bandita Nayak 3

This event was held virtually through zoom. The program flow was:

Welcome

Bande Utkal Janani (Bigyani Das)

Bandita Nayak (Tumaku Basichi Chahin Mana Gahane — by Laxmidhar Nayak)
Babru Samal (Title: Knowing for the first time)

Sikhanda Satapathy (Title: Nirupaya)

Manoj Panda (Title: Ashani Sanketa)

Jhinu Chhotray (Title: Jibana Rahasya)

Anu Biswal (Title: Phula Phutichhi Dharare Tuma Paain by Prafulla Tripathy)
Binod Nayak (Title: Ki Sure Gaaibi He Mahaprana by Laxmidhar Nayak)
Bigyani Das (Title: Pralobhana)

Maushumi Pattanayak (Baisnaba Janto)

YouTube Link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SEMhZBNEwXg
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Poems/Stories/Essays
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Rathajatra 2021 Sponsors

We thank the following rathajatra sponsors.

Taladhwaja Sponsor ($300+)
Asha and Pradip Swain

Arati and Nrusingha Biswal
Prafulla and Sangeeta Nayak
Sujit and Pinky Das

Bigyani and Naresh Das
Sudhir and Reema Raju

2

Darpadalan sponsor ($200+)

1. Anu and Nilambar Biswal

2. Prasan and Baruni Samal

3. Bijay and Sinu Dash

4. Joy Gopal and Sulochana Mohanty
5. Manoj and Snigdha Mishra

6. Asha and Pradip Swain

Prasad Sponsor ($150+)

Koneti and Neelam Rao

Ajit Behera, Charleston, WV
Bikash and Dipti Mishra

Jay and Mona Satpathy

Gyan and Sujata Bohidar
Asha and Pradip Swain
Ashutosh and Sarmistha Dutta
Pinaki and Kalpana Panigrahi

ONOORWON =

Nandighosa sponsor ($100+)
1. Nrusingha and Bandita Mishra

2. Shashadhar and Meera Mohapatra
3. Bhabani and Sabujima Das

4. Jay and Mona Satpathy

5. Chandan and Subhalaxmi Pratihari
6. Ajit and Barnali Sahu

7. Rajeev Verma

8. Radha K. and Sagarika Patnaik
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9. Lopa and Sudhansu Mohanty
10. Mille and Alok Roy

11. Hemant and Priti Biswal

12. Asha and Pradip Swain

13. Bhudeep Patnaik

14. Kirtan Sahoo

15. Vidya Sagar Lokhande

16. Raj and Soni Rath

Flower sponsor ($50+)

1. Supravat and Pinky Rath

2. Tapan and Monalisa Kanai
3. Sabyasachi Kar

4. Sanat and Sagarika Pattnaik
5. Asha and Pradip Swain

Bhajan Program — Status & Sponsors: we thank all the families
for regularly participating in bhajan program activities. In person bhajan program is continuing
every Sunday at JTNA temple facility from 11 AM to 1:00 PM. In person bhajan at Hindu temple
were held with a few devotees during the months of September and November. Virtual bhajan is
being held every month even though the participation number has decreased.

We thank for your spirit of keeping the spiritual connection with JOGA activities during this
difficult time. We pray for a bright and beautiful world to appear soon where we all can do our
explorations freely without any fear of the unknown.

Wise Thoughts (Mahatma Gandhi):

Nearly everything you do is of no importance, but it is important that you do it.
Happiness is when what you think, what you say, and what you do are in harmony.

Your beliefs become your thoughts,
Your thoughts become your words,
Your words become your actions,
Your actions become your habits,
Your habits become your values,
Your values become your destiny.
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Knowing the Place for the First Time
Babru Samal, Rockville, MD

“We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring

Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.”

For the first time?

You must be kidding.

| have visited the same old places
Like my body, eyes, legs, cells
Nucleus, chromatin, and genes

Not for the second time
But for the nth time

Each time getting educated
By an intimate stranger
about my favorite place

Every year as the tools become slicker
As the probes get more intrusive

As the algorithm crawl

towards becoming intelligence

| get a little closer to the design inside me
And get amazed at the logic behind it.

Now we can decipher

Gene action at a single cell level
Like knowing the life of each man
Of each tribe, each race

But

It is just a working hypothesis
Derived by a process
Mathematical assumptions

| don’t really understand

The truth reveals itself

One micron at a time

| won't be the last time for me
To arrive where | started

And trying to know the place
for the first time.
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