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Bhajan Schedule: Third Saturday of every month*

Place: JTNA Temple Facility, Cookesville, MD

6:00 —9:00 PM Bhajan, Philosophiccal Discussion, Arati, and Prasad

Please check for announcements to confirm of any events in JTNA facility

Sunday Program: 11:00 AM — 1:00 PM; Cookesville, MD

Chirantana Info:
Chirantana is the bi-annual newsletter of Jagannath Organization for Global Awareness (JOGA).

Editor: Dr Bigyani Das

Religious, philosophical, and educational articles are invited from the authors by September and April
for winter and summer issues of Chirantana respectively. All submissions are subject to review.

Bhagabat Gita: The Sacred Hindu Scripture

ARER FLHGTE VINRQSIS |
SR ASIIRE ATQEE6S QB8 119811

4 69/98 QU199 JIGIQ AEF SRILER 99368 U°86Q Adal RALIRE | 91 AARIF AT6R, * 6dQ
QA JRIFIRFA 9D VB 6QARAIR AN, A R NQ° A9 FHFG 6TRAIR 2N I9° 6IRANER
ALY GI9IFQ TR Gees ANTE, 699165 RILIAT 919 A4 AIle AR ¢ 6TRAIAE I”

labhante brahma-nirvanam rishayah kshina-kalmashah
chhinna-dvaidha yatatmanah sarva-bhta-hite ratah

Those holy persons, whose sins have been purged, whose doubts are annihilated, whose minds are
disciplined, and who are devoted to the welfare of all beings, attain God and are liberated from material

existence.
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Upcoming Programs by JOGA

New Year 2025

New year will be celebrated at JTNA temple on Wednesday, January 1st, from 11 AM - 2
PM. This will include Laxmi Puja, Jagannath Sahasra Nama Patha, Bhajans and Prasada.

Saraswati Puja: Sunday, February 2, 2025

Saraswati Puja will be held on Sunday, February 2, 2025 from 11-1 PM.

Holi 2025: March 15 (Procession at JTNA) and March 22 (Cultural)
Holi will be celebrated on Saturday, March 15, 2025 (March 14 is Dola Purnima) at JTNA.

Holi cultural event will take place on Saturday, March 22, 2025 in Hindu Temple Auditorum,
Adelphi, Maryland.

Pana Sankranti and Poetry Reading 2025
Pana Sankranti and Poetry Reading will be celebrated on Saturday, April 26 (PlaceTBD).

Sunday Services at JTNA Temple

Puja and prayer services will continue at JTNA Temple every Sunday from 11:00 AM - 1:00
PM. Detail information on online link and on-site activity is announced and shared through
the JOGA mailing list and WhatsApp group. If you are not yet included in JOGA
communication mediums, please contact at jogaevents@gmail.com.

Special Puja and Rituals at JTNA Temple
Special puja and rituals at JTNA Temple will be communicated through JOGA mailing list
and WhatsApp Group

Reports on Recently Completed JOGA Events

Chhapana Bhoga Offering and Mahamantra Chanting at Hindu Temple,
December 15, 2024

This year mahamantra chanting and chhapana-bhoga offering was held at Hindu Temple on
Sunday, December 15, 2024.

Many devotees participated in bhoga preparation. Lord had all of His favorite items offered to Him.
Pratap Dash performed the Brundabati puja as well as made chappana-bhoga offering. The
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weather was bad. It predicted rain from the evening. Irrespective of that prediction around 60-70
devotees participated in the mahamantra chanting and chhapana-bhoga offering event.

Atasi Das was the coordinator for organizing both mahamantra and chhapana bhoga at Hindu
Temple.

k.
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JOGA/JTNA Fundraising Event: November 23, 2024

Communicated by Anjana Chowdhury, MD

On behalf of the JTNA organizing committee, | would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all our
sponsors, supporters, and attendees for making this event a great success. A special thanks to
our distinguished guests for their inspiring presence and valuable contributions. We are deeply
grateful to the volunteers who worked tirelessly in various capacities—fundraising, registration,
artist coordination, logistics, light and sound management, decoration, backstage operations,
etc. Your hard work made this event possible and truly memorable.

A special thanks to Slayton House, Columbia for providing such a wonderful cultural venue,
which helped make this event even more special. We are also thankful to the volunteers who
managed the snacks and hospitality—your efforts ensured everyone was well taken care of.

We look forward to your continued support in future events. Thank you once again for being part
of this wonderful gathering.

Note: The dancers from 4 classical dance schools in Maryland participated
in the event. They include Nrityasadhana in Ellicott City (Director. Tapasi
Panigrahi), Muvva Kuchipudi Dance School based in Ellicott City (Director:
Rajashree Pakala), Nrithyashala in Baltimore (Director: Mrs. Janaki
Sivaraman) and Pallabi Dance School in Poolsville. Apart from that Debasnhi
Chowdhury from the University of Maryland presented a Gitagobinda dance
item.
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Mahamantra and Chhapana Bhoga at JTNA Temple (November 10",
2024)

Three-hour non-stop Mahamantra chanting and chhapana bhoga offering were held at JTNA
Temple on November 10. Devotees prepared more than 80 varieties of bhoga items and offered
to the deities. Nrusingha and Arati Biswal coordinated the event.
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Durga Puja at JTNA Temple (October 10-12, 2024)
Communicated by Atasi Das

(Note: Durga puja was celebrated in JTNA Temple on October 10-12 (Maha Saptami) for 3 days.
Many devotees atteneded the event.)

We thank all of you for attending four days (Oct. 8-12) of Durga puja celebration at JTNA. We will
celebrate Ma Laxmi puja on purnima day of Oct. 17th Thursday from 6-8:00 PM. Please join this
puja and receive blessing from Ma Laxmi for good health and wealth of your family.

Our gratitude for grand Durga puja celebration is unlimited as we see the best puja mandap
decoration shared everywhere in the internet like facebook, youtube etc. However, we don't do
justice unless we mention few people who went out of their way to make sure our celebration
nothing less than grand one.

For decoration we thank
i) Prava and Suchit Ray, ii) Geeta and Bijay Choudhury, iii) Swagatika and Srinibas Sahoo

For prasad:
i) Arati and Nrusingha Biswal, ii) Urmila Sahu, iii) Bigyani Das, iv) Madhusmita and Sudipta Udgata
and many more.

For Sponsorship:

1. Bhudeep Patnaik, 2. Anu and Nilambar Biswal, 3. Susmita and Sudip Patnaik, 4. Pinky and
Supravat Rath, 6. Sagarika and Sanat Pattanaik, 7. Sudhira and Dilip Patnaik, 8. Urmila and
Devaraj Sahu and many more who have put donation in the box.

Here are few facebook link of grand Durga puja celebration at JTNA. Please like our facebook
page to get instant update.

https://www.facebook.com/jogaworld/videos/1802360880573959

Dushera puja https://www.facebook.com/jogaworld/videos/1610952159486613

Some pictures of Durga Puja
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Dashahara — Puja and Bisarjana

On October 13", several families joined for 11 AM-1 PM
puja, bhajan and murti bisarjana rituals. to celebrate
Dashahara rituals with burning of Ravana and sidura khela.
The families enjoyed a lot with some Odia festive delicacies
such as Manda and Kakara pitha with other prasada items.

Ganesh Puja on September 7, 2024

Ganesh Puja was observed at JTNA temple on Saturday, September 7th, 2024 during
noon. The prasad was prepared by Chandrika Patel. Devotees attended puja and praised
the special prasad in Gujurati style.

Children made Ganesh murti with the help of parents and wrote Odia and Hindi letters in
the board to start the respective language learning.

Ganesh murti making was coordinated by Monalisa. Puja decoration was done by
Swagatika Mohanty, Prava Ray and Geeta Chowdhury.
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Janmastami Celebration on Monday, August 26, 2024

Krishna Janmastami was celebrated at JTNA temple on Monday, August 26th, 2024 in
the evening. Irrespective of the weekday, a number of devotees joined the event. There
was puja, prayer, bathing of Lord Krishna as well as bhajan and Arati.

The children and the parents participated in a cultural presentation. Puja was performed
by the temple priest Nabaghana Panda.
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Bahuda Rathayatra at Hindu Temple (July 13, 2024)

Bahuda yatra at Hindu temple was held on Saturday, July 13, 2024, at 11:00 AM. Ratha
puja was performed by the temple priests. Many Odia families as well as Hindu Temple
devotees participated in chariot pulling and in kirtan activities. Even though it had rained
on Friday when the chariot was being decorated, the rain had disappeared and we had a
very pleasant chariot pulling activity with tolerable temperature.

After the Ratha Puja, the chariot pulling started around 11:30 AM. Devotees were in full
mood of enjoyment with Kirtan, dancing and chariot pulling. After the chariot pulling the
deities returned to their Asana. Bhajan and Arati continued in the praise of the deities.
Rasagola was offered by Lord Jagannath to please Goddess Laxmi and the ritual was
enjoyed by all.
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Rathayatra (Chariot Festival) on July 7, 2024 (At JTNA Temple)

This year actual rathayatra was on Sunday, July 7 and hence many devotees joined the
event.

The chariot festival of the deities took place at Jagannath Temple of North America at
2028 Millers Mill Rd, Cooksville, Maryland.

Like last year, this year also, people were very much fired up for a grand scale chariot
festival. The committees were created 2-3 months ahead of time to handle various
aspects of the festival including decoration, food, fundraising, logistics and puja
activities. All the teams executed the planning very well and that showed up in the final
festivity on July 7. Many volunteers worked hard to create Odisha artworks in this
country to decorate the chariot and the chariot looked magnificent. Volunteers planned
the food preparation and distribution so eloquently that everything was flawless.

About 300 devotees attended the event and participated in the chariot pulling activities.
There was bhajan program that continued until 5 PM.

Chirantana Issue 50, December 2024 15



Chirantana Issue 50, December 2024




Chirantana Issue 50, December 2024 17



Snana Jatra on Saturday, June 22, 2024 (At JTNA Temple)

Snana Purnima was observed on June 22, Saturday.
Here are the details of program.

The same day, International yoga day was observed at the temple from 10:00 AM-11:00
AM with live yoga and meditation instruction.

Snana jatra rituals started from 11:00 AM. All the devotees got the opportunity to give
bath to the deities with holy water from 108 kalashas. That was followed by Gajanan
vesa, Arati and mahaprasad.

We thank following sponsors for snana jatra sponsorship.
1. Gyana and Sujata Bohidar, VA

2. Jhinu and Santanu Chottray, VA

3. Prafulla and Sangeeta Nayak, VA
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Holi Cultural at Hindu Temple Auditorium on Saturday, March 30, 2024

Thank you all for attending and participating in JOGA’s 26" Holi celebration.

Many good things happened during this Holi.
e The program started and ended on time.
Snacks were served on time.
Many people attended.
Registration desk was staffed and flyers were distributed.
99% of the cultural items were in Odia language.

Thanks to Eva Mohapatra, Debanjan Chowdhry and Mrunali Das for helping in registration.
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Cultural Coordinators:

Thanks to our able cultural coordinators, Anjana Chowdhury, Snigdha
Hota, Manaswini Sahu and Pipi Das for communicating with the
performers, organizing the sequence, collecting music and of course
managing the stage, distributing awards and certificates and coordinating
with small flexibilities.

Due to unavoidable previous commitments, two of the cultural coordinators
could not be present, however, they completed all the background
requirements for the program to flow without any major flaw.

Here is the program flow.

Cultural — Theme: Puja (Worship)

MC: Bagmi Das and Cultural Coordinators

1. Welcome Speech: Debanjan Chowdhury

g
%
g
z

2. Bhajan: Gitagovinda (Srita Kamala) & Holi Song (Jharajhara Barasuchhi)

Participants: Krushna Debata (Harmonium), Aditya Debata (Tabla), Naresh Das (Jhanja),
Rakhi Panda, Deepa Parija (Das), Maushumi Pattanaik, Bigyani Das, Atasi Das, Alpana
Adhikari
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3. Singing — Group Odiissi: Avaneesh Das, Shaunak Sahoo, Niyati Choudhury, Kashika
Choudhury, Ankit Das, Prisha Rath Pani, Prachi Rath Pani - Coordinators: Swagatika Mohanty,
Tabla: Supravat Rath

4. Singing — Sanginire, Rasa Ranginire: Ayan Biswal (Contact: Arati Biswal)

5. Singing- Maneesha Dash (Contact: Madhusmita Rath)
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Panditji’s Blessings

2 229 HPHERIRHRISIIN

6. Odissi Mangalacharan: Dhyaye Nityam: Ahana
Samantray, Roshni Mohapatra, Aryana Das
(Contact: Swagatika Swain)

7. Odissi Song (karaoke) - Aaradhya Pradhan
(Contact: Debasmita Patra)

8. Odissi Abhinaya (Devi): Ronica Das and Rabhya
Das (Contact: Pipi Das)

9. Dance: Guru and Ganapati — Anvi Das, Niyati Choudhury, Kaira Sahoo, Sayansh Sahoo,
Trisha Chhotaray, Samaira Das, Aaryra Arrawatia, Anaya Arrawatia, Kashika Choudhury
(Choreography: Jayashree Das/Sunayani Dash)

10. Odissi Abhinaya: Anwesha Rout, Trisha Rout (Contact: Birendra Rout)

11. Dance: Radhe Gobinda Krusna Murari - Swarna Manjari Das
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12. Dance Puja Special: Shreya Khetan, Jayashree Das, Madhusmita Mohapatra, Geeta
Choudhury, Swati, Swagatika Mohanty, Alpana Adhikari, Kalyani Sahoo, Sunayani Choudhury
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JOGA Official Presentations
a. Announcement by JOGA

b. Appreciation Awards

c. Mentioning Donors
Coordinators: Maushumi Pattanayak, Bigyani Das

Children Awards and Certificates: Meeta Mishra Panda

*hkhkkkhkhkkkhkhkkkhhkkkhhhkkhhhkhhhkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhkihhkhhhkhhhkikh khhhiiiik

14. Skit Pala (Nutana o Puratana Kabi Ladhei): Sikhanda Satapathy, Suprabhat Rath, Sudipta
Udgata, Nrusingha Biswal, Tina Satapathy, Pinki Rath, Madhusmita Mohapatra, Arati Biswal
(Script: Sikhanda Satapathy)
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15. Song (Gopa Nagarire Sundari Panare): Krusna Debata accompanied by Aditya Debata in
Tabla

16. Singing: Suhum Mishra Sen and Sreyam Mishra Sen (Contact: Surajita Mishra)
17. Singing(Baje Bainshi Nache Ghungura): Surajita Mishra (Karaoke)

18. Singing (E Jibane Mo Jibane — Film:Mamata Mage Mula): Pravash Mishra
19. Singing (Punyara Nadi Tire: Karaoke): Subhendu Mohanty

20. Singing: Sudipta Udgata (Karaoke)

21. Singing: Suchit Ray (Karaoke)

22. Group Holi Dance: Spriha Mohanty, Ishan Prasad Mohanty, Advika Jena, Ankit Das,
Rabhya Das with Nistha Patra,Rita Pattanaik, Padmavati Patnaik and Pipi Das (Contact: Nistha
Patra)

23. Drama: Turant Narimahal (Instant Skit Session) — Participants : Anjana Chowdhury, Ila
Ojha, Pipi das, Surya Mishra
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Certificate and Prizes: Certificates and trophies for the children were given to the coordinators

DINNER (Prasada)) — Preparation and Distribution ~7:00/8:30 PM : Sharmaji & Temple
Authority, Puja Tripathy and Deepak Mohanty
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Stage Management/Sound/Light/Other Help: Srinibasa Sahoo, Naresh Das, Debanjan
Chowdhury, Arun Ojha, Umesh Das, Bagmi Das, Puja Tripathy, Deepak Mohanty

Decoration: Swagatika Mohanty, Ila Ojha, Naresh Das, Maushumi Pattanayak, Geeta
Choudhury
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Jagannath Puja and Arati:

Meera Mohapatra, lla Ojha

Crowd Control: Anshuman Das

Chirantana Issue 50, December 2024
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The Choreoqraphers

Thanks to all the choreographers, organizers and parents for teaching, organizing and
supporting children as well as adult activities.

Special Awards:

JOGA community support award was presented to Dr Ajit Das. Dr Ajit Das has been a
great support from the inception of building the temple. He purchased the land adjacent to the
temple land so that many complaints agaist the temple including the sight distance etc can
become obsolete.

JOGA community support award was presented to Anjana Chowdhury. Anjana Chowdhury
has been serving JOGA for a long time, more than twenty years in various roles.

Holi Melana at JTNA Temple on Sunday, March 24, 2024

The 26th Holi melana was organized on March 24th at JTNA temple starting from 3:00
PM. Dola Purnima and Holi Melana (Authentic Odisha style) started at 3:00 PM followed
by Bhajan Mahostava, Cultural programs and Mahaprasad.
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Shibaratri at JTNA Temple: Friday, March 8, 2024

The Shibaratri event was celebrated at the temple on Friday, March 8, 2024. It was a
working day, however, many devotees came in the evening for the puja rituals. Puja
was followed by bhajan and prasad.

=
=
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Odia Poetry Reading

Spring Poetry Reading: April 20, 2024

The spring poetry reading event took place on April 20, 2024 at the residence of Naresh
and Bigyani Das. The event was attended by many poetry lovers and was enjoyed by
all. People met in-person after a break of almost 3 years and thus attendees enjoyed
time together.

Following participants read poems during the event. Most of them read their original
poems and a few read poems by eminent poets of Odisha.

Arati Rani Mana o Mrutyura Alapa

Nrusingha Biswal Mane Pada Tume

Devraj Sahu Sthira Taranga

Shashadhar Mohapatra Bapa & Mahendra Kumar Rout (Shradhanjali)
Manoj Panda Mohana Banshi

Bigyani Das Samaya Sankata
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Ayan Biswal Srikrusna Chautisha & The mesmerizing world
Sikhanda Satapathy Trusna

Binod Nayak Birahini by Laxmidhar Nayak

Prava Ray Nari Nuhen Se Narayani & Leeter to a Nightingale
Anu Biswal Kanta Bina Diba Rajani Sajani by Upendra Bhanja
Budhinath Padhi Maa

Kalyani Padhi Akankhya

Anjana Chowdhury Shabda

Atasi Das Maa by Bandita Mishra

Surya Mishra Mana

Some of the poems are published in the Unmochana section.

Fall Poetry Reading: September 15, 2024

The fall poetry reading event took place on September 15, 2024 at the residence of
Jhinu and Santanu Chhotray, in Centerville, Virginia. Sikhanda Satapathy emceed the
event. The event was attended by some old and a few new poetry enthusiasts and was
enjoyed by all.
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Readers:

Ayan Biswal Jagannatha Chaitisha

Shaumic Sahoo Ahe Dayamaya Bishwa Bihari

Arati Biswal Mama mama shuni e dina jau

Nrusingha Biswal Premara Paribhasa

Babru Samal Bahuta Maa’nka Jhia (A child of
many mothers)

Bigyani Das Mana Bhitarara Katha

Devraj Sahu

Odia Kabita Hipocrisy & Sita
Banabasa by Madhusudan Rao

Manoj Panda

Baula Rani

Nrusingha Biswal

Shradhanjali (To Sulochana
Patnaik)

Barnali Sahu

Bleeding Love

Jhinu Chhotray

Shradhanjali (To Sulochana
Patanaik)

Sikhanda Satapathy

Nila Gaganara Jatri

Prava Ray

Mahasangrama & Let it go

Nrusingha Mishra

Shradhanjali (To Sulochana
Patnaik)

Binod Nayak

Prathame kebe bhabithili mu lekhibi
boli gita

Swagatika Mohanty

Chhota Mora Gaanti (by Sachi
Routray)

Atasi Das Srustira Barata (by Sulochana
Patnaik)

Shashadhar Mohapatra “Se dina mantri Asithile” & “Mu
Jadi Bapanka Bapa Huanti”

Joy Gopal Mhanty

Barttamana (by Sulochana Patnaik)

Suchit Ray

Dukhidhana Nilamanire (Baisnaba
Pani)
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Monthly Bhajan Programs

Monthly bhajan programs could not happen every month because of other events
during the same dates close to 3™ Saturday.

The bhajan program for the months of February and April was sponsored by JOGA.
October month’s bhajan was sponsored by Shashadhar and Meera Mohapatra.
November month’s bhajan was sponsored by Bijay Dash and Anasuya
Mohapatra.December month’s mahamantra was sponsored by Jhilli and Pradyot
Behera, Atasi Das and Anonymous donor.
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Completed Programs by JOGA between November-December
2023

Chhapana Bhoga Offering, Mahamantra Chanting and Kartika Purnami at JTNA Temple, November 26,

2023

Children and adults participated in making arts on Kartika Purnami tradition. The activity was
coordinated by Swagatika Mohanty. The participating children received gifts and were recognized.
Devotees prepared bhoga items to serve the deities.
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Chhapana Bhoga Offering and Mahamantra Chanting at Hindu Temple, December 17, 2023

Devotees from the Hindu temple community and our Odia community joined together for mahamantra
chanting and chhapana bhoga offering. It was a blissful day with community enthusiasm in chanting
together and offering service together.
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2024 JOGA (Jagannath Temple) Finance Report

In 2024, we organized many events in the temple. This includes regular Sunday meets from 11-1
PM, two fundraising events held during Akshyaya Trutiya in April and November 23rd. Other events
such as Holi, Rathajatra and Mahamantra with Chhapana Bhoga Offerings were also celebrated in
both JTNA temple and Hindu temple.

The total income/expense report together with temple construction update will be published in a
special newsletter that will be released in February 2025. The information about the sponsors and
sponsorship amount will be rechecked for accuracy. This is because JOGA has not yet received some
of the donations that were pledged during fundraising events.

Thank you for your donations and support.

The information below about the sponsors and sponsorship amount are already shared through
email and WhatsApp list.

Sponsors of 2024 JOGA/JTNA activities

Durga Puja 2024

Pradip and Asha Swain - Grand sponsor (all four categories)
Ram and Swati Panda - Grand sponsor (all four categories)
Nivedita Mohanty - Kalash and Flower sponsor

Nilambar and Anu Biswal - Kalash Sponsor

Bikash and Dipti Mishra - Kalash sponsor

Rajat Subhra Biswas- Kalash Sponsor

Sarita Suman - Kalash Sponsor

Santanand Mishra - Kalash sponsor

Supravat and Pinky Rath - Bhajan sponsor

Shashadhar and Meera Mohapatra - Bhajan sponsor
Bhudeep Patnaik- Prasad sponsor

Joy Gopal and Sulochana Mohanty- Flower sponsor

Tapan and Monalisa Swain - General sponsor

Akash Pradhan- General sponsor

Rathajatra and Bahuda Jatra Sponsors

Dr Asha Swain — Grand Sponsor (all five categories)

Sarita and Sudipta Patnaik- Taladhwaja and Darpadalan sponsorship
Dibyasha and Saroj Behera - Taladhwaja sponsorship

Rajashree and Sukumar Nayak - Taladhwaja sponsorship

Pinky and Suijit Das - Taladhwaja sponsorship
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Baruni and Prasan Samal - Taladhwaja sponsorship

Bigyani and Naresh Das - Taladhwaja sponsorship

Swati and Ram Panda- Prasad, Flower and Nandighosa sponsorship
Sangeeta and Ashim Dey - Darpadalan sponsorship
Sagarika and Sanat Pattanaik - Darpadalan Sponsorship
Bandita and Nrusingha Mishra- Darpadalan Sponsorship
Sujata and Gyana Bohidar - Darpadalan sponsorship
Sangeeta and Prafulla Nayak - Darpadalan sponsorship
Sobhana and Ajit Das - Darpadalan sponsorship

Urmila and Devaraj Sahu - Darpadalan sponsorship
Monalisa and Joy Satpathy - Nandighosa and Prasad sponsorship
Aliva and Ashis Mohanty — Nandighosa and Prasad sponsorship
Ananya Sen and Ashwini Sahu - Nandighosa sponsorship
Anima and Laxmidhar Mishra - Nandighosa sponsorship
Sulochana and Joygopal Mohanty - Nandighosa sponsorship
Sasmita and Rasmiranjan Ray - Nandighosa sponsorship
Samapika Mohanty- Nandighosh sponsorship

Susmita and Pradeep Behera — Nandighosh sponsorship
Bandita and Binod Nayak - Nandighosh sponsorship

Srabani and Subash Sahoo — Nandighosh sponsorship
Karabi Mishra - Nandighosh sponsorship

Meeta and Manoj Panda - Nandighosh sponsorship

Seema and Debashis Sahu - Nandighosh sponsorship

Pinky and Supravat Rath - Nandighosh sponsorship

Sheila and Bhabani Das - Nandighosh sponsorship

Priti and Hemant Biswal - Nandighosh sponsorship
Sushmita and Sudip Patnaik- Nandighosh sponsorship
Rasna Sharma- Nandighosh sponsorship

Barnali and Ajit Sahu - Nandighosh sponsorship

Meera and Shashadhar Mohapatra - Nandighosh sponsorship
Biyatprgyan Mohanty - Nandighosh sponsorship

Chandrika and Ratan Singhdeo - Nandighosh sponsorship
Jhinu and Santanu Chhotray - Nandighosh sponsorship

Tina and Sikhanda Satapathy - Nandighosh sponsorship
Swarnamanjari and Satyabrata Jena - Nandighosa and Flower sponsorship
Leena Degal - Nandighosa and Flower sponsorship

Deepa and Debanand Das- Nandighosh sponsorship
Chandra Rudrakshla - Nandighosh sponsorship

Smrutirekha and Amar Pradhan- Nandighosh sponsorship
Sasmita and Rasmi Ranjan Ray- Nandighosh sponsorship
Karabi Mishra - Nandighosh sponsorship

Subhashis Patra - Nandighosh sponsorship

Tapan Swain - Prasad Sponsorship

Dipti and Bikash Mishra — Prasad Sponsorship

Anu and Nilambar Biswal - Prasad Sponsorship

Bhudeep Patnaik - Prasad Sponsorship

Jaya Vajjhala- General sponsorship

Sujata and Surya Nayak - General sponsorship

Vikash Arora - General sponsorship

Nirlipta and Bala Dixit - General sponsorship

Darshan Sahu - General sponsorship

Sudhira and Dilip Patnaik - General sponsorship

Monalisa Swain and Tapan Kanai — Flower sponsorship
Rakhi and Debashis Panda - Flower sponsorship
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Total fund raised: $9600

Expenses: Site clearing and ratha materials - $2515
Tent rental - $1450

Food - $1320

Decoration and puja materials - $1260

Parking - $308

Hindu temple (bahuda jatra) - $1250

Total expenses - $8103

Holi Sponsors

We would like to express our sincere thanks to the following devotees for their generous
sponsorship of the Holi festivities:

Sobhana and Ajit Das for their Balabhadra and Jagannath sponsorship
An anonymous donor for their Balabhadra sponsorship

Urmila and Devaraj Sahu for their Balabhadra sponsorship

Two anonymous donors for their Balabhadra sponsorship

Bandita and Nrusingha Mishra for their Subhadra sponsorship
Deepti and Bikash Mishra for their Subhadra sponsorship
Swarnamanjari and Satyabrata Jena for their Jagannath sponsorship
Surajita Mishra for their Jagannath sponsorship

Preeti and Hemant Biswal for their Jagannath sponsorship

Snigdha and Manoj Mishra for their Jagannath sponsorship

Prava and Suchit Ray for their Jagannath sponsorship

Annapurna and Nilambar Biswal for their Jagannath sponsorship
Tina and Sikhanda Satpathy for their Jagannath sponsorship
Bhudeep Patnaik for their Jagannath sponsorship

Meera and Shashadhar Mohaptra for their Jagannath sponsorship
Meeta and Manoj Panda for their Jagannath sponsorship

Leena and Bimal Mishra for their Jagannath sponsorship

Total income from sponsorships amounted to $3900.
Here is a breakdown of our expenses:

e Auditorium and Food: $3650

e Cleaning Services: $200

e Trophy and Certificate Printing: $510
Our total expenses came to $4360.

Bhoomi Puja Sponsors and Pledges

We extend our gratitude to the sponsors for their sponsorship of the Bhumi Puja. Please
excuse us if anyone has been inadvertently omitted; it was not intentional.

Pinky and Supravat Rath, MD — Flower sponsorship

Dipti and Bikash Mishra- Bhumi puja and prasad Sponsorship
Pipi Das, VA- Kalash Sponsorship

Samapika and Padmabhusan Mohanty — Kalash Sponsorship
Monalisa and Tapan Kanai- Puja sponsorship
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Sony and Raj Rath, MD — Rudravisekh puja

Chhabi and Satya Swain, MD — Rudravisekh Sponsorship
Swati and Ram Panda, MD - Naga/Nagini sponsorship
Bandita and Nrusingha Mishra, MD - Bhumi puja sponsorship
Mani and Jayashree Das- Kalash Sponsorship

Tulsi and Akash Swain — Prasad Sponsorship

Sarita and Kaushal Das — General sponsorship
Anonymous donor - Kalash Sponsorship

Asha and Pradip Swain- Bhumi puja

Manas Ranjan Panda — General Sponsorship

Chitta Ranjan Mohanty — General Sponsorship

Pinky and Tapan Swain - General Sponsorship
Debabrata Mishra - General Sponsorship

Meera and Shashadhar Mohapatra - Bhumi puja

Total donation received for Bhumi Puja - $4658
Expenses:
1. Tent/chair rental - $920
2. Food - $1425
3. Decoration/cultural/puja material - $780
Total expenses - $3125
Thanks to following donors for their pledge for temple construction project.

Temple construction pledge:

Bandita and Binod Nayak, MD

Arati and Nrusingha Biswal, MD
Subhrangini and Ajita Pattanaik, VA
Indira and Manju Das, MD

Priya and Anshuman Das, VA

Sinu and Bijay Dash, MD

Minati Kunar

Joly and Sudhir Mishra, PA

Ranjana and Santanand Mishra, MD
10. Anuradha and Kaushik Dutta, MD

11. Minakhi and Kailash Sahu, MD

12. Komala and Thyagaraju Damarla, MD
13. Bana Bihari Das, MD

14. Madhusmita and Sudipta Udgata, MD
15. Prava and Suchit Ray, MD

16. Susmita and Sudip Patnaik, MD

17. Annapurna and Nilambar Biswal, MD
18. Swati and Manoranjan Mohapatra, MD
19. Lucy and Chittaranjan Das, PA

20. Meera and Shashadhara Mohapatra, MD
21. Anjana and Debaki Chowdhury, MD
22. Pranati and Tapas Panda, IA

23. Sukanya and Bikram Ray, MA

24. Simantini and Satish Mohapatra, PA
25. Nirod Mohanty, CA

26. Bandita and Nrusingha Mishra, MD
27. Sarita and Sudipta Patnaik, NJ

28. Satheesh Munissamy, FL

29. Saurav Mohanty, MD
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30. Swagatika and Srinibas Sahoo, MD
31. Richa and Ashwini Kaushik, MD
32. N. Kalyan Peyalametta, FL

33. Anonymous donor

34. Sriram Panigrahi, PA

35. Anonymous donor

36. Saipriya and Sarit Mohanty, NY
37. Jimi and Saroj Behera, VA

38. Urmila and Devaraj Sahu, MD
39. Baruni and Prasan Samal, MD
40. Sudhira and Dilip Patnaik, MD

Pledge amount range between $500 to $10000
Total Pledged - $81500

Fundraising Event on November 23, 2024

We would also like to recognize and express our gratitude to the following sponsors whose support
helped us raise over $25K:

Diamond Sponsors-

Annapurna and Nilambar Biswal
Pinu and Pratap Das

Sinu and Bijay Dash

Bandita and Nrusingha Mishra
Geeta and Sushant Mohanty
Pooja and Deepak Mohanty
Susmita and Sudip Patnaik

Gold Sponsors -

Pinky and Suijit Das

Richa and Ashwini Kaushik
Biyatpragyan Mohanty

Shreyas Panchigar

Smita and Susant Padhy

Bhudeep Patnaik

Subrat Mohapatra

Aparimita and Sujit Pati

Maushumi and Sandeep Pattanaik
Asha Swain

Silver Sponsors-

Banabihari Giri

Sumit Kumar

Saurav Mohanty

Sandesh Dental LLC, Silver Spring, MD

Mahadeo Realtor with Fairfax Realty (240-706-1488)
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Charu and Bharat Mehta

Ranjana Mishra

Monalisa and Jayakumar Satpathy
Nirlipta and Bala Dixit

Chhabi and Satya Swain

Pravin Ponnuri

Your continued support is essential in making this vision a reality. Together, we can build a
lasting legacy for our community and future generations. Please consider donating today and
help us reach new heights in our temple construction efforts.

Monthly Donors:

Communicated by Krishna Debata in 2023

We thank the following devotees as present monthly donors for monthly withdrwal and hope you will
join the list soon.

Anu and Nilambar Biswal

Avrati and Nrusingha Biswal
Preeti and Hemant Biswal
Sujata and Gyan Bohidar
Anjana and Debaki Chowdhury
Debanjan Chowdhury

Geeta and Bijay Chowdhury
Bigyani and Naresh Das
Jayashree and Mani Das

Liza and Debashis Das

Pinky and Sujit Das

Sinu and Bijay Dash

Sangeeta and Krushna Debata
Bandita and Nrusingha Mishra
Snigdha and Manoj Mishra
Alakananda Mohanty

Ashis and Aliva Mohanty
Manoranjan Mohapatra

Meera and Shashadhar Mohapatra
Sangeeta and Prafulla Nayak
Ram Nayak

Rakhi and Debashis Panda

Sujit Kumar Pati

Bhudeep Patnaik

Soni and Raj Rath

Prava and Suchit Ray

Swagatika and Srinibas Sahoo
Stiti and Jitendu Samant

Pinky and Tapan Swain

Dipti Ranjan Tarai

Madhusmita and Sudipta Udgata
Ashwini K Dash and Madhusmita Rath
Anonymous donor

Chirantana Issue 50, December 2024 51




Appreciation

Sunday Program/Monthly Bhajan Program and Other Special Event Activities — Status: We thank
all the families for regularly participating in Sunday program activities, monthly bhajan program activities
and special events.

We appreciate all the volunteers for food preparation, food distribution and cleanup during each temple
event. Event logistics is an important area and we appreciate the volunteers who handle all the event
logistics in supporting the families that vist the temple.

Communication is an important key in reaching out to the public and members of the Odia society.
Thank you all for communicating the temple activities through email, WhatsApp group, in person
conversations and other media such as facebook, YouTube and newspapers in Odisha.

JOGA/JTNA Activity List and the Need of Volunteers

There are about 52 Sundays in a year. For these 52 Sundays, temple needs 52 sets of vounteers for
various activities that go with the events. Apart from 52 Sunday programs, the temple observes monthly
bhajan programs every month except during the months of Holi and Ratha Jatra, making it 10 months.
The temple also observes many Odia pujas and festivities such as

Saraswati Puja
Holi

Pana Sankranti
Shiva Ratri
Snana Jatra
Ratha Jatra
Bahuda Jatra
Janmastami
Ganesh Puja
Durga Puja
Dipabali
Chhapana Bhoga and Mahamantra

All the above events have the requirements for volunteers, sometimes in small scale and sometimes in
large scale. Following basic sets of volunteers are needed in each category:

Food Committee: Food Preparation, Food Distribution, Food Set Up, Kitchen Clean-Up

Event Set-up and Wrap-up: Decoration, Decorum, Set-Up for Sound System, Microphones, Musical
Instruments

Event Coordinators: During the event, making sure all the participants are engaged, participants have
a joyful and satisfying time, everything starts and ends on time, all attendees are treated with care and
respect.

Logistics for the Whole Event: Starting from parking to availability of paper products and trash
disposal

Chirantana Issue 50, December 2024 52




Communication: Public Relations Team, Communication about event timing, resource needs, event
expectations

Media: Pictures, Videos, Publishing in Local as well as available mediums in Odisha

Finance: Fund Raising Team, Sponsors

Additionally, we do have the need for everyday deity puja as well as facility maintenance.

Considering our community size, we are sure, we can maintain the observance of the puja and special
events for future months and years.

Year 2023 and 2024 have been amazing years for JOGA and JTNA events. Thank you, all the
volunteers, in each category for your support.

Note: JOGA/JTNA also organizes two literary meets, Fall/Winter and Spring/Summer Poetry Reading.
Communications are mostly exchanged in a separate email list and WhatsApp list. If you are interested
in the literary activities and want to be included, please send an email to jogaevents@gmail.com.
Wise Thoughts (Bhagabat Gita):

e Perform your obligatory duty, because action is indeed better than inaction.

e Man is made by his belief. As he believes, so he is.

e Itis better to live your own destiny imperfectly than to live an imitation of somebody
else's life with perfection.
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nainam chhindanti shastrani nainam dahati pavakah
na chainam kledayantyapo na shoshayati marutah

Weapons cannot cut, fire cannot burn, water cannot wet,
wind cannot dry up the soul.
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Mesmerizing World
Ayan Biswal

Birds flying up so high

Gentle winds let out a sigh

Fireflies shine the luminous light

The evening deaprts up comes the night

Rivers running to the ocean
Trains arrive at a city station
Wild animals now in motion
People are filled with so much emotion

Ballerinas start to dance

Karate trainers practice stance
Koalas re-enter their trance

A midst in which is empty of prance

In a deep deep jungle

A place where it’s mild

You must listen closely

And you’ll hear the song of the wild

When the clouds reveal the moon

The trees start to sway
A gentle whistling breeze comes by
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The sky unlades its cloudy gray

The lion lets out a deafening roar

The animals of day wake up from trance
Sunset flows away into the sky

As night angles sing and peacocks dance

The moon starts to play a violin

The roots of trees become piano keys
The rhinos and boars start the stampede
The sand brushes against the sea

As fireflies begin to radiate light

The sunset begins to leave the meadow
The howl of wolves overcomes the voices
In which allis hidden under a shadow

As the sun lets out a final sigh

Is overtaken by its little ally

Glistening white and emitting light

Up rises the moon, a glowing ball in the sky

The moonflower rises as the lotus closes
Trees stand up taller than a tower

The leaves rustle to hide the noise

The animals sing with might and power

As moonshine fades and birds fly away

As the howling wind becomes a soft breeze

As the howling and roar turns to squeals and barks
As the roosterrises creating sudden freeze

The end is near as voices die out

A weakening echo lets give the final shout
The wild retains its the pin drop silence
Stories turn to secrets which will never sprout

A science which can’t be studied

A world full of surprises and the impossible
Where animals and plants run free

The wild is non perceivable
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Srikrusna Chautisha
Ayan Biswal

Koili kantha re swara prakati
Kanak champa asuchhi phuti
Krupa kara ahe krupasindhu
Karuna ra tume dinabandhu

Khanjana pari akhi jahara

Khira sagar re basa tahara
Khanda kharpura ku dhari
Khala ku nasilu asi abatari

Galare pindichha kaustubha hara
Gopa Gopi sange lilajahara
Ganthi dhana mata Jashodankara
Gobardhana teki kala udhara

Ghora bane megha garajila
Ghatake bijuli jhalasila

Ghenili tumaku ahe chaka akhi
Ghanta karpura re kali alati

Chandana bhesha ra sobha

Chita Chandra pari disuchhi abha
Charu hasini se chandrabhaga
Chahin rahithile sadasarbada

Chhapana bhoga tu khauchhu nila kandare basi
Chhadile jibana Jashoda Gope tote nadekhi
Chhana chhana mana tohara jibu mausi ghara
Chhena podapitha khaiba tora ati adara

Janaka suta nka bhoosana
Jatadhari besha kala dharana
Jatayu ku nija hrude rakhila
Jala Samudra re setu bandila

Jhulana re tume rai sange jhula
Jhalamala dishe kaustubha mala
Jhana jhana ashe murali phunka
Jhuri Jhuri khina tanu Radhika
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Letter To A Nightingale

Pravamayi Ray

Every morning when | open my window, P
| hear a melodious voice through the meadow.
| wonder where from the sound is coming,

Is it a tiny nightingale singing?

At dusk, | see you sitting on my fence,

As if you want to have a conversation with me.
Oh, my dear! looking at your innocent eyes,
My heart aches and my nerves collapse.

| start talking to myself in solitude,

What is this innocent creature going through?
| want to absorb your pain into my heart,

Just to feel the depth of it.

Oh, dear bird! How lucky we humans are!!
We have the power to express our thoughts,
But alas! How can | feel your agony?

| wish! as if somehow any way is there.

| wonder! Why did such a change happen to you?
An enchanting dawn and a melancholic dusk!
What have you gone through in between?

Trying to ask myself before you vanish.

Oh dear! Sitting near my window looking at you,
The message you are trying to deliver, now | know.
Sometimes life pours the nectar of love,
Sometimes it flows like a melancholic song.

How foolish was it for me to think of you,
Predicting what you are going through?

Devoid the depth of your thoughtful eyes,
Trying to deliver the true message of life.

Oh, dear nightingale! | keep wondering,

If life is so uncertain why we human beings are...
Roaming and thriving to get everything,

Like we are going to live for ever and ever...
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Life is like a drop of water on lotus leaf,

Like morning dew on a bed of grass.

Will fade away soon like a waning crescent moon,
But only to rest and regenerate in another version.

The message you deliver breaks my heart,

Even though | know the truth is that.

Desire to discard the weeping soul as far...

Aspire to mingle someday with that dazzling star.
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