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Bhajan Schedule: Third Saturday of every month*

Place: JTNA Temple Facility, Cookesville, MD

6:00 —9:00 PM Bhajan, Philosophiccal Discussion, Arati, and Prasad

Please check for announcements to confirm of any events in JTNA facility

Sunday Program: 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM; Cookesville, MD

Chirantana Info:
Chirantana is the bi-annual newsletter of Jagannath Organization for Global Awareness (JOGA).

Editor: Dr Bigyani Das

Religious, philosophical, and educational articles are invited from the authors by September and April

for winter and summer issues of Chirantana respectively. All submissions are subject to review.

Bhagabat Gita: The Sacred Hindu Scripture

RIFIFRITYBIRI AR A6l |
2IR60! QERAIE° QR6S ARRIARIA 118-991|

4Z 6900 Q0RQAIGIR AL SRILER 889 C°@6a 94l AR | §1 GRIR A26R, ""6AR
NP6 GGG AT KNG B 631RIQ B 6TARARAIRIZ, 6IRNLNER AR AFY A°AS @R 2l
2995 NS PRI, 62CI6R AR AP 9RQ ¢ A28 |"

kama-krodha-viyuktanam yatinam yata-chetasam
abhito brahma-nirvanam vartate viditatmanam

Those who are free from anger and lust through constant effort, who have subdued their mind,
and are self-realized and self-disciplined are assured of liberation from material existence both
here and hereafter.
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Upcoming Programs by JOGA

New Year 2026

New year will be celebrated at JTNA temple on Thursday, January 1st, from 10 AM — 2 PM.
The temple will remain open from 10 AM-7:00 PM. This will include Laxmi Puja, Jagannath
Sahasra Nama Patha, Bhajans and Prasada.

Saraswati Puja: Friday, January 23, 2026

Saraswati Puja will be held on Friday, January 23" from 11-1 PM.

Holi 2026: March 1, Sunday, 2026 (Procession at JTNA) and March 7,

Saturday, 2026 (Cultural)

Holi will be celebrated on Sunday, March 1, 2026 (March 4, Wednesday is Dola Purnima) at
JTNA.

Holi cultural event will take place on Saturday, March 7 2026 in Hindu Temple Auditorum,
Adelphi, Maryland.

Pana Sankranti and Poetry Reading 2026
Pana Sankranti this year is on Tuesday, April 14. Poetry Reading will be on Saturday, April
18 (PlaceTBD).

Sunday Services at JTNA Temple

Puja and prayer services will continue at JTNA Temple every Sunday from 11:00 AM - 1:00
PM. Detail information on online link and on-site activity is announced and shared through
the JOGA mailing list and WhatsApp group. If you are not yet included in JOGA
communication mediums, please contact at jogaevents@gmail.com.

Special Puja and Rituals at JTNA Temple
Special puja and rituals at JTNA Temple will be communicated through JOGA mailing list
and WhatsApp Group
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Reports on Recently Completed JOGA Events

Mahamantra and Chhapana Bhoga at Hindu Temple (Sunday,
December 21, 2025)

Two and half hours non-stop Mahamantra followed by chhapana-bhoga offering ritual and
Mahaprasada sevana was held at Hindu Temple, Adelphi from 4-8 PM on Sunday, December
21, 2025. Atasi Das was the main coordinator of the program. The program was attended by 70-
80 devotees including both Odia families as well as Hindu temple community members. The
prasad was all prepared by volunteer Odia families

Pictures at https://[photos.app.goo.ql/lop75g1rzYnSZqJNj9
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JOGA/JTNA Fundraising Event: November 15, 2025

On behalf of the JTNA organizing committee, we extend our heartfelt thanks to all our sponsors,
supporters, and attendees for making this event a great success. A special thanks to Anjana
Chowdhury for coordinating the fundraising public relation activities. We are deeply grateful to
the volunteers who worked tirelessly in various capacities—fundraising, registration, artist
coordination, logistics, light and sound management, decoration, backstage operations, etc.
Your hard work made this event possible and truly memorable.

A special thanks to Wheaton High School, Silver Spring for providing such a wonderful cultural
venue, which helped make this event even more special. We are also thankful to the volunteers
who managed the snacks and hospitality—your efforts ensured everyone was well taken care
of.

We look forward to your continued support in future events. Thank you once again for being part
of this wonderful gathering.
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Mahamantra and Chhapana Bhoga at JTNA Temple (Sunday, November
1, 2025)

Three-hour non-stop Mahamantra chanting and chhapana bhoga offering were held at JTNA
Temple on November 10. Devotees prepared more than 80 varieties of bhoga items and offered
to the deities. Nrusingha and Arati Biswal coordinated the event.

Durga Puja at JTNA Temple (September 28-October 1, 2025)

Durga Puja was observed in JTNA temple for 4 days. Many devotees atteneded the event. It
started with Saptami Puja on Sunday, September 28. There are devoted families that attended
the celebration everyday. There was homa on Tuesday, September 30 and Rabana Podi and
Sindura Khela on Wednesday, October 1%,

We thank all of you for attending the festivities for four days, singing devotional songs and being
part of the fun activities such as Rabana Podi and Sindura Khela.

We thank the following devotees for murti construction, decoration, sponsorship and
prasad preparation.

Prava and Suchit Ray, Geeta Choudhury, Swagatika Sahoo — for murti construction and
decoration

Also, thanks to all devotees who paid through the donation box.

. Swagatika and Srinibas Sahoo- Saptami puja sponsor
. Vijay and Seema Golati- Asthami puja sponsor

. Satheesh Munissamy — Prasad sponsor

. Aravind Banda- Puja sponsor

. Bhudeep Patnaik - Asthami puja Sponsor

. Karabi Mishra - Puja Sponsor

. Anuradha Mohanty - Puja and Havan Sponsorship

. Swarna and Satyabrata Jena - Flower Sponsorship

. Sandeep Dhall- Puja Sponsorship

O©COoONOOOBRWN -
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10. Debasish Sinha — Puja Sponsorship

11. Prativa and Manoj Behera- Puja Sponsorship

12. Tina and Sikhanda Satpathy - Puja Sponsorship

13. Sobhana and Ajit Das - Puja Sponsorship

14. Dipti and Bikash Mishra — Prasad Sponsorship

15. Pujarani and Deepak Mohanty — Temple construction

Some pictures of Durga Puja
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Ganesh Puja on August 27, 30, 2025

Ganesh Puja was observed at JTNA temple on Wednesday, August 27. The puja
celebration was held on Saturday, August 30, 2025 starting at 11 AM. The program
included, puja, havan, idol making and prasad. Devotees attended puja and havan.

Children made Ganesh murti with the help of volunteers.

Ganesh murti making was coordinated by Prava Ray. Puja decoration was done by
Naresh Das.
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Janmastami Celebration on Saturday, August 16th, 2025, from 5:00 PM

Krishna Janmastami was celebrated at JTNA temple on Saturday, August 16th, 2025 in
the evening., A number of devotees joined the event. There was puja, prayer, bathing of
Lord Krishna as well as bhajan and Arati.

The children and the parents participated in a cultural presentation. Puja was performed
by the temple priest Nabaghana Panda.
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Jhulana, Raksha Bandhan on Auqust 9, 2025

Jhulan, Balabhadra Janma and Raksha Bandhan was celebrated at the temple on
Saturday, August 9. Deities are put on a swing and devotees took part in swinging the
deities and signing Jhulana specific songs.

Hindustan Classical Music Workshop (August 7, 2025)

A Hindustani classical music workshop was held by the following gurus on August
7, 2025.

Vocal lesson by Mandakini Swain: Renowned Hindustani classical vocalist
celebrated for Khayal and devotional music in Sanskrit, Hindi and Odiya. A
passionate educator and ICCR ambassador continue to inspire through music and
mentorship.

Tabla lesson by Kaustuv Swain: A young talented infuses Hindustani classical music

with depth and precision. He debuted solo at age of 11 in West Indies and trained
under Guru Pt. Suresh Talwalkar.
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Bahuda Rathayatra at Hindu Temple (Sunday, July 6, 2025)

Bahuda yatra at Hindu temple was held on Sunday, July 6, 2025, at 5:00 PM. Ratha puja
was performed by the temple priests. Many Odia families as well as Hindu Temple
devotees participated in chariot pulling and in kirtan activities. The weather was good.
The devotees had a very pleasant chariot pulling activity with tolerable temperature.

After the Ratha Puja, the chariot pulling started around 5:30 PM. Devotees were in full
mood of enjoyment with Kirtan, dancing and chariot pulling. After the chariot pulling the
deities returned to their Asana. Bhajan and Arati continued in the praise of the deities.
Rasagola was offered by Lord Jagannath to please Goddess Laxmi and the ritual was
enjoyed by all.

A special Odissi dance was performed by Shalini Goel.
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Rathayatra (Chariot Festival) on June 28, 2025 (At JTNA Temple)

This year actual rathayatra was on Friday, June 27. The chariot festival of the deities took
place at Jagannath Temple of North America at 2028 Millers Mill Rd, Cooksville, Maryland
on June 28, Saturday. Around 300-400 devotees participated in various activities during
the event.

Thanks to all the devotees for their wholehearted support, through which we
successfully reached our fundraising goals. Please see the financial report session for
the details of sponsors and sponsorship amount.

We also extend our sincere thanks to Maushumi Pattanaik and Chandan Pratihari for
their help in painting the deities during the Anasara period.

The program on Friday, June 27th, included Nabajouban Darshan and Netrotsav Puja
starting at 6:00 PM. Many volunteers attended this event while assisting with Ratha
Jatra preparations.

On Saturday, June 28th, the program included Surya Puja, Ratha Puja, and Nrusingha
Havan, followed by Deity Pahandi at 11:00 AM. The Ratha Procession took place
between 11:45 AM and 12:45 PM, followed by the cultural program and lunch. A variety
of cultural programs including bhajans inside the temple and classical dance
performances, on the open-air stage were held.

People were very much fired up for a grand scale chariot festival. The committees were
created 2-3 months ahead of time to handle various aspects of the festival including
decoration, food, fundraising, logistics and puja activities. Volunteers planned the food
preparation and distribution with different stawls for fruits, drinks, sweets, bhoga and
regular prasad.
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Snana Jatra on Sunday, June 15, 2025 (At JTNA Temple)

Snana Purnima was observed on Sunday, June 15, 2025

It was a truly divine experience as everyone had the opportunity to bathe the deities
while devotees chanted the sacred Sahasra Nama (1000 names) of Lord Jagannath.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all the devotees who contributed their time and effort
today—whether it was in preparing the prasad, assisting with the puja, or singing soulful
bhajans.

A special note of gratitude to the generous sponsors of the Snana Jatra festival:
Sujata and Gyana Bohidar

Jhinu and Santanu Chhotray

Sangeeta and Prafulla Nayak

Your support and devotion made the celebration truly memorable.
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Holi Cultural at Hindu Temple Auditorium on Saturday, March 22, 2025

Thank you all for attending and participating in JOGA’s 27" Holi celebration.

Many good things happened during this Holi.
e Great decorations.
Snacks were served on time.
Many people attended.
Registration desk was staffed and flyers were distributed.
99% of the cultural items were in Odia language.

Swagatika Mohanty and lla Ojha decorated the
stage on Friday, the day before the program.
They were accompanied by their life partners
Arun Ojha and Srinibas Sahoo as well as
friends
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Thanks to Eva Mohapatra, Debanjan Chowdhry and Umesh Das for helping in registration.

Cultural Coordinators:

The cultural coordinators, Anjana Chowdhury, Snigdha Hota, Manaswini Sahu and Pipi Das
communicated with the performers, organized the sequence, and collected music.

Anjana Chowdhury, Snigdha Hota, and Pipi Das Emceed the event and managed the stage.

Here is the program flow.

Cultural — Theme: Nilamadhaba SriJagannatha

MC: Bagmi Das and Cultural Coordinators

1. Bhajan: Gitagovinda (Lalita Labangalata) Krushna Debata, Aditya Debata

2. Group Holi Song: Deepa Parija Das, Maushumi Pattanaik, Bigyani Das, Atasi Das, Alpana
Adhikari, Geeta Choudhury, Sangita Debata, Prava Ray
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3. Singing — Reyansh Samant (Krushna Debata and Aditya (Instrument support)
4. Singing — Ashvik Mahapatra (Classical)

5. Singing — Champu, Ayan Biswal (Contact: Nrusingha Biswal)

6. Singing- Anish Anshuman Mishra (Contact: Dipti Mishra)

7. Odissi: Saina Das, Advika Jena, Riona Nanda, Geetisha Pratihari

8. Odissi: Aratrika and Aradhita Mukhopadhyay

9. Odia Dance: Aditi Pati, Amaya Panda, Anvi Das, Kashika Choudhury, Trisha Chhotaray
10. Odissi: Niyati Choudhury (Contact: Kedar Choudhury)

11. Dance: Guru and Ganapati — Kaira Inaya Sahoo and Kalyani Sahoo (Contact: Kalyani Sahoo)
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12. Odissi: Rabhya Das (Contact: Umesh Das)
13. Simi Mohanty , Saina Das (Contact: Simi Mohanty)
14. Odissi Abhinaya: Anwesha Rout, Trisha Rout (Contact: Birendra Rout)

15. Dance: Sana Agarwal, Sanav Agarwal, Spriha Mohanty, Ishan Prasad Mohanty, Geetisha
Pratiharyi, Advika Jena, Ankit Das, Ayan Katiki, Neva Nayak, Avant Nayak

16. Gitinatya: Nilamadhaba SriJagannatha — Sudipta Udgata, Madhu Udgata, Anjana
Chowdhury, Nrusingha Mishra, Debanjan Chowdhury, Manoj Mishra, Snigdha Hota, Utkal
Nayak

Costume and Make-up — Ila Ojha
Technical Help: Srinibasa Sahoo

Production Support: Bigyani Das
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17. Gaahani: Nrusingha Biswal, Arati Biswal and Team
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18. Singing: Umesh Das (Karaoke)
19. Singing: Suchit Ray (Karaoke)

20.. Singing: Maushumi Pattanayak
21. Group Holi Dance: Geetanjali Sahu, Jayashree Das, Prava Ray, Swagatika Mohanty

DINNER (Prasada)) — Preparation and Distribution ~7:00/8:30 PM: Sharmaji & Temple
Authority
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Stage Management/Sound/Light/Other Help: Srinibasa Sahoo, Naresh Das, Debanjan
Chowdhury, Arun Ojha, Umesh Das, Bagmi Das, Utkal Nayak

Jagannath Puja and Arati:

Meera Mohapatra, Ila Ojha

The Choreographers

Thanks to all the choreographers, organizers and parents for teaching, organizing and
supporting children as well as adult activities.

Holi Melana at JTNA Temple on Saturday, March 15, 2025

The 27th Holi melana was organized on March 15th at JTNA temple. Dola Purnima and
Holi Melana (Authentic Odisha style) started at 3:00 PM followed by Bhajan, Cultural
programs and Mahaprasad.
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Shibaratri at JTNA Temple: Wednesday, February 26, 2025

The Shibaratri event was celebrated at the temple on Wednesday, February 26, 2025. It
was a working day. However, devotees came in the evening for the puja rituals. Puja
was followed by bhajan and prasad.

Odia Poetry Reading

Spring Poetry Reading: Sunday, April 13, 2025
The spring poetry reading event took place on April 13, 2025 at the residence of Naresh

and Bigyani Das. The event was attended by many poetry lovers and was enjoyed by
all.
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Several participants read poems during the event. Most of them read their original
poems and a few read poems by eminent poets of Odisha. Two new poets Rajashree
Purohit and Snigdha Hota shared their poems with the community for the first time even
though Sngdha used to recite poems from her memory in previous such events. Some
of the poems read are as follows:

Arati Rani IR 62IQ ARV

Babru Samal 6711 Q190 62RE U@ QA3

Anjana Chowdhury 26RD @0 U6

Shashadhar Mohapatra QL ADEQ FEC1 6KACAR
Bigyani Das 69 QIg A9 81869

Ayan Biswal 6QQ1 QLA

Binod Nayak QiQ 8 6a@IQ (by Laxmidhar Nayak)
Prava Ray A1L14°9)I¢

Kalyani Padhi Q@ ¢ AN QA

Maushumi Pattanayak Mother’s Day by Sonu Pattanayak
Swagatika Mohanty Utha Kankala
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\ Atasi Das \ Poems by Sulochana Pattnaik

Some of the poems are published in the Unmochana section.

Fall Poetry Reading: November 8, 2025

The fall poetry reading event took place on Saturday, November 8, 2025 at the
residence of Naresh and Bigyani Das. Sikhanda Satapathy emceed the event. The
event was attended by local poetry enthusiasts and was enjoyed by all.

Readers:
Nrusingha Biswal Phulara Paraba Pale Phulei Rani
Babru Samal The Pleasure of Redundancy
Bigyani Das Sapanara jagatare
Devraj Sahu Nostalgia
Manoj Panda Niraba Jhada
Sikhanda Satapathy Ho Bhagate
Binod Nayak “Haare Durbhaga Desha”
Anu Biswal Pakhira Gita

Chirantana Issue 52, December 2025 35



Leena Mishra Danamaijhi by Subas Satapathy
Sobhana Das Bali Jatara by Pradyumna Pattnaik
Prava Ray 1-Baragachara Atmakatha
2-When Seasons
Speak
Bimal Mishra Chhadakhai — from media
Alpana Adhikari Mrutyu

Monthly Bhajan Programs

Monthly bhajan programs could not happen every month because of other events
during the same dates or dates close to 3" Saturday.

The bhajan program for the month of September was held on September 20 and was
sponsored by Bigyani and Naresh Das. The bhajan program for the month of October
was sponsored by Shashadhar and Meera Mohapatra and was held on October 218,

Saturday. Diwali was also celebrated on the same day.
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Poems/Stories/Essays
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2025 JOGA (Jagannath Temple) Finance Report

In 2025, we organized many events in the temple. This includes regular Sunday meets from 11-1
PM, the fundraising event held on November 15. Other events such as Holi, Rathajatra and
Mahamantra with Chhapana Bhoga Offerings were also celebrated in both JTNA temple and Hindu
temple.

The total income/expense report together with temple construction update will be published in a
special newsletter that will be released in February 2026. The information about the sponsors and
sponsorship amount will be rechecked for accuracy. This is because JOGA has not yet received some
of the donations that were pledged during fundraising events.

Thank you for your donations and support.

The information below about the sponsors and sponsorship amount are already shared through
email and WhatsApp list.

Sponsors of 2025 JOGA/JTNA activities

Rathajatra and Bahuda Jatra Sponsors

Rathajatra 2025 sponsor list:
Grand Sponsors (All Five Categories)
e Sarita and Sudipta Patnaik
e Asha Swain
£ Taladhwaja Sponsorship
e Swati and Ram Panda — andPrasad, Flower Sponsorship
Susmita and Sudip Patnaik — and Darpadalan Sponsorship
Dibyasha and Saroj Behera
Leena Degal
Bigyani and Naresh Das
Smita and Susant Padhy

Darpadalan Sponsorship
Sobhana and Ajit Das
Urmila and Devaraj Sahu
Sujata and Gyana Bohidar
Rasna Sharma

Friends of Ashutosh Dutta
Baruni and Prasan Samal
Anu and Nilambar Biswal
Meena and Kailash Sahu
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Krutika and Meelan Mohanty
Bijoy Laxmi and Pratap Das
Sangeeta and Ashim Dey

& Prasad Sponsorship

e

Sangeeta and Prafulla Nayak

Bhudeep Patnaik

Joy Gopal Mohanty — and Nandighosa Sponsorship

Rajashree and Sukumar Nayak — and Nandighosa Sponsorship
Aliva and Ashis Mohanty

Sudhira and Dilip Patnaik

Subhasree and Bibhu Panda

Chinmoy Singh

Kalyani and Bhudinath Padhi

Manali and Pravat Mishra

Nandighosa Sponsorship

Swagatika and Asish Patra

Sinu and Bijay Dash

Meeta and Manoj Panda

Susmita and Pradeep Behera
Madhu and Sudipta Udgata

Rakhi and Debashish Panda

Jhinu and Santanu Chhotray

Chhabi and Satya Swain

Bandita and Nrusingha Mishra
Sasmita and Rasmi Ranjan Ray
Purnima and Amrit Sarangi
Debarchana and Utkal Nayak
Anuradha Mohanty

Ranu and Indranil Basu

Sikha and Brahma Priya Sen

Preeti and Hemant Biswal

Meera and Shashadhar Mohapatra
Swagatika and Srinibash Sahoo
Dipti and Bikash Misha — and Flower Sponsorship
Shrabani and Subash Sahoo

llwala Mohapata and Arun Ojha
Sheila and Bhabani Das
Shreyanshu Ray

Sashmita and Ashutosh Dutta
Swarna and Satyabrata Jena — and Flower Sponsorship
Adyasa and Abhisekh Mohanty
Pinky and Supravat Rath

Aparimita and Sujit Pati

Srijoy Dutta and Arijit Dutta

Tina and Sikhanda Satapathy
Tapan Swain

Barnali and Ajit Sahu

Debasmita Patra and Abani Pradhan
Samapika and Padmavusan Mohanty
Soni and Raj Rath

Subhalaxmi and Chandan Pratihari
Ashwini Kumar Das

Leena and Bimal Mishra

Debashis Sahu
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Chandrika and Ratan singhdeo
Alpana and Sidharth Das
Monalisa and Joy kumar Satapathy- and Flower
Snigdha and Manoj Mishra
Parameeta and Shivraj Kanungo
Gayatri and Alok Ray
Sujata and Surya Nayak
Sagarika and Sanat Pattanaik
Sneha and Sanil Patel
Flower Sponsorship
Anonymous Donor
Jhinu and Pradosh Das
Chandra Rudrakshala
Irene Basu
Monalisha Panda and Deepak Mishra
Deepika and Tapan Parida
Tapan Swain
Leetu and Tushar Chhotaray
Girija Sahoo
Ashwini Sahu

e Monalisa and Sambit Mishra
Total raised - $13850

Expenses:

Ratha improvement - $1400

Chair/table rental and Samina/tent - $2175
Site cleaning- 1432

Food and cleaning - $3695

Bahuda jatra at Hindu temple - $700
Decoration materials and parking etc - $764
Total expenses - $10166

Thank you, all the sponsors and devotees for your support for 2025 ratha jatra, surplus amount will be
used for temple construction project.

Holi Sponsors

We would like to express our sincere thanks to the following devotees for their generous
sponsorship of the Holi festivities:

Holi Sponsors:
e Reema and Sudhir Raju — Trophy Sponsorship
o Bandita and Nrusingha Mishra — Balabhadra Sponsorship
e Urmila and Devaraj Sahu — Balabhadra Sponsorship
o Bigyani and Naresh Das — Balabhadra Sponsorship
e Anonymous Donor — Subhadra Sponsorship
e Priti and Hemant Biswal — Jagannath Sponsorship
e Meera and Shashadhar Mohapatra — Jagannath Sponsorship
e Deepti and Bikash Mishra — Jagannath Sponsorship
e Bhudeep Patnaik — Jagannath Sponsorship
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e Anonymous Donor — Jagannath Sponsorship

o Pipi and Umesh Das — Jagannath Sponsorship

o Arati and Nrusingha Biswal — Jagannath Sponsorship
e Anu and Nilambar Biswal — Jagannath Sponsorship

e Monalisa and Sumit Nanda — Jagannath Sponsorship
e Susmita and Sudip Patnaik — Jagannath Sponsorship
e Purnima and Amrit Sarangi — Jagannath Sponsorship

Financial Summary:
o Total Income: $3,701
o [Expenses:
o Auditorium/Cleaning: $1,800
o Food: $2,095
o Trophy/Miscellaneous: $300
o Total Expenses: $4,195

Fundraising Event on November 15, 2025

Thank you all for your sponsorship pledge.
1. Dr. Alok Saurav - $5100

2. Sushmita and Sudip Patnaik - $5000
3. Bigyani and Naresh Das - $3500

4. Pooja and Deepak Mohanty - $3000
5. Sriram Panigrahi - $2500

6. Anu and Nilambar Biswal - $2000

7. Krutika and Meelan Mohanty - $2000
8. Anjana and Debaki Chowdhury - $2000
9. Smita and Susant Padhy - $1000

10. Sinu and Bijay Dash- $1000

11. Prava and Suchit Ray - $1000

12. Anonymous Donor - $1000

13. Richa and Ashwini Kaushik- $1000
14. Amita and Amit Sood - $1000

15. Mille and Alok Ray - $1000

16. Minati and Pravu Mohapatra -$1000
17. Anuradha and Kaushik Dutta - $1000
18. Dr. Asha Swain - $1000

19. Tina and Sikhand Satpathy- $501
20. Punya and Subhransu Panda - $500
21. Pinky and Suijit Das -$500

22. Snigdha and Manoj Mishra - $500
23. Priti and Sachin Pattanaik - $500
24. Sudipta Sarkar - $500

25. Pinky and Supravat Rath- $500

26. Bhudeep Patnaik - $500

27. Sujata and Madan Guin - $500

28. Subrat Mohapatra - $501

29. Om P. Magoon - $500

30. Kalyani and Budhinath Padhi - $500
31. Bandit and Nrusingha Mishra - $500
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32. Sobhana and Ajit Das- $501
33. Anonymous donor- $500

34. Anonymous donor - $501

35. Seema and Asish Das - $500
Total pledged - $43,603

Your continued support is essential in making this vision a reality. Together, we can build a
lasting legacy for our community and future generations. Please consider donating today and
help us reach new heights in our temple construction efforts.

Appreciation

Sunday Program/Monthly Bhajan Program and Other Special Event Activities — Status: We thank
all the families for regularly participating in Sunday program activities, monthly bhajan program activities
and special events.

We appreciate all the volunteers for food preparation, food distribution and cleanup during each temple
event. Event logistics is an important area and we appreciate the volunteers who handle all the event
logistics in supporting the families that vist the temple.

Communication is an important key in reaching out to the public and members of the Odia society.
Thank you all for communicating the temple activities through email, WhatsApp group, in person
conversations and other media such as facebook, YouTube and newspapers in Odisha.

Special Puja and Events
In 2025, several families performed Satya Narayan Puja to celebrate their special days in life.
Those families include:

Dr Manoj Mishra and Snigdha Hota

Dr Nrusingha and Bandita Mishra

Dr Devraj and Urmila Sahu

Bijay Dash and Anasuya Mohapatra
Ashish and Seema Das

Jitendra and Madhuri Das

Srinibasa Sahoo and Swagatika Mohanty
Binod and Bandita Nayak
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JOGA/JTNA Activity List and the Need of Volunteers

There are about 52 Sundays in a year. For these 52 Sundays, temple needs 52 sets of vounteers for
various activities that go with the events. Apart from 52 Sunday programs, the temple observes monthly
bhajan programs every month except during the months of Holi and Ratha Jatra, making it 10 months.
The temple also observes many Odia pujas and festivities such as

Saraswati Puja
Holi

Pana Sankranti
Shiva Ratri
Snana Jatra
Ratha Jatra
Bahuda Jatra
Janmastami
Ganesh Puja
Durga Puja
Dipabali
Chhapana Bhoga and Mahamantra

All the above events have the requirements for volunteers, sometimes in small scale and sometimes in
large scale. Following basic sets of volunteers are needed in each category:

Food Committee: Food Preparation, Food Distribution, Food Set Up, Kitchen Clean-Up

Event Set-up and Wrap-up: Decoration, Decorum, Set-Up for Sound System, Microphones, Musical
Instruments

Event Coordinators: During the event, making sure all the participants are engaged, participants have
a joyful and satisfying time, everything starts and ends on time, all attendees are treated with care and
respect.

Logistics for the Whole Event: Starting from parking to availability of paper products and trash
disposal

Communication: Public Relations Team, Communication about event timing, resource needs, event
expectations

Media: Pictures, Videos, Publishing in Local as well as available mediums in Odisha

Finance: Fund Raising Team, Sponsors

Additionally, we do have the need for everyday deity puja as well as facility maintenance.

Considering our community size, we are sure, we can maintain the observance of the puja and special
events for future months and years.

Year 2025 has been amazing years for JOGA and JTNA events. Thank you, all the volunteers, in each
category for your support.

Note: JOGA/JTNA also organizes two literary meets, Fall/Winter and Spring/Summer Poetry Reading.

Communications are mostly exchanged in a separate email list and WhatsApp list. If you are interested
in the literary activities and want to be included, please send an email to jogaevents@gmail.com.
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Wise Thoughts (Bhagabat Gita):

e Perform your duties (dharma) diligently but surrender the fruits (results) of your
actions; this is the path to peace and freedom from anxiety.

e Accept both pleasant and unpleasant experiences with a stable mind; difficult times
are temporary, just like happy moments.

e Focus fully on the task at hand, as the past is gone and the future is uncertain; this
brings true engagement and fulfillment.
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The above poem was recited by Binod B. Nayak. The poem was part of the poetry
collection “Khola Jharka,” by poet, late Sri Laxmidhar Nayak. The poem was written in the
late 1960s, by Sri Nayak, when he had moved from Jamshedpur, (then part of erstwhile
state of Bihar, now in Jharkhand), to Rourkela, which was being built as a “Steel City” in
Odisha with German Collaboration. This was the period when India was a planned
economy, and relied on Five Year Plans to bring about economic development to uplift
the masses to join the middle class. As the reader of the poem would note, the poem
reflects the life of a lower middle class family during the late 1960s.

Sri Nayak was born in 1913, “Gudupaili ,“ near Delang, in Puri District. From an early age
he moved to Jamshedpur (Tata Nagar), because his father Balabhadra Nayak was
working for Tata Steel. In his childhood, Sri Nayak had a flare for Odia literature and at an
early age, he had received recognition for his prose and poetry. As a “prabashi” Odia (Odia
diaspora) in Tata Nagar, he was very proud of his Odia heritage.

He was the founder of Shinghbhum Odia Sahitya Samaj, and published “Bichhinna”
(truncated) to give voice to the residents of “Bichhinanchala.” (Singhbhum, Sadheikala
and Kharsuan). He also was the founder of Rourkela Cultural Academy and publisher of
the Odia literary magazine, “Naba Patra.”

Laxmidhar Nayak is one of the eminent writers of Odisha. He is the recipient of prestigious
‘Atibadi Jagannath Das” award by the state of Odidsha. He published several books in
Odia language that include novels, poetry, drama, essay and short stories. He received
‘Odisha Sahitya Akademi” award for his novel “Mo Swapnara Sahara,” and “Sangeet

Natak Akademi” award for his dramas, “Laal Chaabuk,” “Jamindar,” and “Dharma Patni.”
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Symphony of Love

Dr Pravamayi Ray

Things are changing so fast,
Hearts are falling apart.
Numbing pain, unspoken tales,
Quietly killing many melodious souls.
Let us hold hands of one another!
Nothing is impossible if we believe together.

Paving a way towards the brightest dazzling sun,
To live, to love, to reach that destination.

To build up a universe full of peace and harmony,
Where each day will start with a song of symphony.
All the roads might be closed once upon a time,
But at the end of the road, you will see a shine.

Overflowing emotion to sail towards the rising star,
That unseen world of your imagination is not so far.
Never giving up hope, keep on trying hard,

Deep diving passion sometimes would make you mad.
But your assertive soul will reach that contentment for sure,
Walking up each dawn the symphony of love you will hear.

The Pleasure of Redundancy
Dr Babru Samal

The spring came with cherry blossoms
Thousands of flowers on each tree
In a few weeks, all were on the ground
Thousands of seeds came to replace the flowers
In a few weeks, most were on the ground, too
Like the dandelions, but not ready to fly
To disperse the seeds.

The pollens, pine spores, and sperm
Come in millions, not to cause an allergy or an orgasm
But a way to make sure
Some will find the right place, time, and temp
To propagate the species
To flourish for million years
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Redundancy makes the music
The dances,
The classical concerts
Talas, ragas, and overtures
And my babies cry

The sun rises and sets, defining a day
Interspersed by the night
Days come with weekends to rest and play
Months come to celebrate Durgapuja or Christmas
Years come to celebrate the anniversary
Baby showers, birthdays, marriages, anniversaries
Then we die to be cremated

Cause of death
Old age, enhanced by
Infection
Inflammation
Or cancer

Millions of viruses grow in us
Or our vital cells grow like crazy
Overwhelming our systems
We, scientists
Do experiments at least in triplicate
To confirm

| salute
to
The agonies and the pleasures of
Redundancy.

76



	chrantana52_frontcover
	Slide 1: CHIRANTANA

	chirantana52_main
	unmochana_December2025

